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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Jewish Pirates of the
Caribbean: How a Generation of Swashbuckling Jews Carved Out an Empire in the New World in Their Quest for
Treasure, Religious Freedom--and Revenge:

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. FascinatingBy Charlottekrn Bookfairlnformative and engaging,
Edward Kritzlers book offers awealth of information concerning the political and social climate in Europe during the
15th, 16th and 17th centuries which led to and promoted Jewish piracy. The author details the history of interaction
between Muslims and Jews in North Africa, and Jews and Christians in Europe and the New World.Accosted by anti-
Semitism over the ages, and limited to few professions, Jews turned to trade and soon dominated the industry. Jews
engaged in piracy, not only for personal gain, but used the booty to protect other Jews endangered in hostile lands and
for revenge against monarchs who expelled their brethren.0 of O people found the following review helpful. Captain
Jack ...really based on a Real Jewish Pirates? Truth isfar stranger ...than fiction.By rabbi perkinThe Brotherhood
...wasreally set to protect ,defend and sucre Those Jews (and "Portugese” )escaping from the Spanish (and Portugese)
Inquisition.Y et this work tells more of that time and of those who acted (even as double-agents )against the plans of
the bloody -Inquisition. Even Christopher Columbus who sought honorabl e relations with Indiginous Peoples ...was
betrayed in his efforts and his life by scheming subordinates who were loyal to Spanish interests.It is an interesting
historical footnote that even though Admiral Columbus established the only place on Earth where the Inquisition was
forbidden to set foot,many in South America blame him for the actions of those who were actually his enemies.This
work is unique and carefully documented about a time that is much overlooked.It has also been misquoted on some
sites ...on the Internet.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Fascinating history of the Diaspora after the
Inquisition in 1492 ...By Evelyn H DragiffFascinating history of the Diaspora after the Inquisition in 1492 and
after.The Jews settled all over the Caribbean and South America and unhappily after they were successfully settled,
the Inquisition followed them to deprive them of all of their successes. Some Jews were enterprising enough to
become "privateers' and harassed the Spaniards. The book was confusing at times because in telling about various
historical figures, the author went back and forth in time. | would have appreciated atime line with the names in their
appropriate time.

Inthislively debut work of history, Edward Kritzler tells the tale of an unlikely group of swashbuckling Jews who
ransacked the high seas in the aftermath of the Spanish Inquisition. At the end of the fifteenth century, many Jews had
to flee Spain and Portugal. The most adventurous among them took to the seas as freewheeling outlaws. In ships
bearing names such as the Prophet Samuel, Queen Esther, and Shield of Abraham, they attacked and plundered the
Spanish fleet while forming alliances with other European powers to ensure the safety of Jews living in hiding. Filled
with high-sea adventuresincluding encounters with Captain Morgan and other legendary piratesJewish Pirates of the
Caribbean reveals a hidden chapter in Jewish history as well as the cruelty, terror, and greed that flourished during the
Age of Discovery.

From Publishers WeeklyHistorian and journalist Kritzler brings the political and religious ramifications of Caribbean
pirating into awhole new context while explaining how the Jewish diaspora funded piracy to advance their religious
(and financial) freedom in the New World. Through a deft combination of factual overview and anecdotes involving
some of the more colorful figures of the time, Kritzler paints a unique picture of this perhaps over-exposed period of
history. For centuriesin Europe, Jews were shunted from country to country, exploited by penurious rulers for their
financial acumen and promptly persecuted after the country became solvent (most egregiously in Spain). By financing
piracy, the Jews ensured their own survival, as well as monopolizing the most lucrative income sources Europe had
seen in centuries. While figures like Henry Morgan and Barbarossa will leap out at readers familiar with pirate lore,
the little-known "pirate rabbi" Samuel Palache will excite just as much interest. Though Kritzler tends to leap from
topic to topic, he covers an impressive interdisciplinary range-combining politics, economics and religion-that should
satisfy fans of religious history and swashbuckling true stories. Copyright Reed Business Information, a division of
Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.From BooklistPerhaps this entertaining and surprising book is an example of
ethnic-identity chest-thumping gone wild, but, yes, there really were Jewish pirates who ran amok, sort of, on the
Spanish Main in the fifteenth and sixteenth centuries. Most of them were Sephardic Jews whose ancestors had been
expelled from Spain or Portugal, and revenge was certainly a motivation for some. Their natural allies were England
and the Dutch Republic, and the major characters were less freewheeling buccaneers than paid privateers. Thisisa
wide-ranging sagafilled with attractive and repellant personalities, including awarrior rabbi, a shady arms dealer, and
loathsome Spanish inquisitors. Pirates and their exploits lend themselves to over-the-top romantic fantasies. In fact, the
naval warfare in the Caribbean was frequently brutal, with no hint of pirate honor. Kritzler captures the spirit of that
violent, lawless epoch and combines it with an interesting ethnic perspective. --Jay Freeman Compelling. . .. An
ambitious and expansive history of amostly unexamined aspect of the Jewish expulsion from Spain and Portugal. Los
Angeles TimesY o ho ho and a bottle of Manischewitz! .. . A giddy, breathless dash through the material. . . . Jewish



pirates [are] more vividly present in our imagination than we might have suspected. Jewish Daily ForwardJewish
Pirates of the Caribbean is populated by so many remarkable charactersewish and otherwisethat picking afavoriteis
taxing. San Francisco ChronicleKritzler should be commended for making us rethink afew historical assumptions.
What's Aarrgh! in Yiddish, anyway? Washington PostA book that turns ones lifelong notions on their ear and makes
onerethink history isafind indeed. . . . [A] surprising, yet convincing story. . . . Enormous fun. Santa Cruz Sentinel A
far-reaching chronicle of an oft-forgotten chapter in Jewish history, it also encompasses the role of Sephardi Jewsin
the opening up of the New World. Jerusalem ReportFascinating. . . . [Kritzler] exposes avirtually unexplored world in
Jewish history. . . . [Jewish Pirates of the Caribbean] is abook that should not just be read, but studied as well. San
Diego Jewish WorldKritzler is a storyteller and the story he tells is about the tangled and colorful Sephardi web that
stretched from Fez to Amsterdam to Jamaica. Haaretz Thisis far more than a book about Jewish pirates. It is a book
about early Jewish Settlement in the New world and it makes for fascinating reading. . . . Kritzler illuminates an al but
unknown chapter in Jewish history in colorful, salty prose. History Book ClubRevelatory. . . . [Kritzler] details the
story of asmall group of Jewish merchants and adventurers who pioneered in the Jamaican pirate trade, and helped to
create an outpost of religious freedom at the same time. A wonderful story, never before told. Jack Davis, author of
The Pirates LaffiteJewish Pirates of the Caribbean is awonderfully informed book of maritime history. Edward
Kritzler is asplendid guide on a voyage through a dark and fascinating era of Jewish history. Jay Neugeboren, author
of 1940, The Stolen Jew Pirate rabbis? Warrior Jews? Sephardic seafarers escaping the fires of Inquisition in quest of
gold and freedom in the New World? If, like mine, your knowledge of Europes fabled Age of Discovery hasnt
featured these colorful and, as Edward Kritzlers diligent scholarship demonstrates, historically influential pioneers,
then Jewish Pirates of the Caribbean presents atale as essential asit is entertaining. Robert H. Patton, author of Patriot
PiratesWhat a treasure! Ed Kritzler has literally dived the depth of the Caribbean to bring us awell documented book
on ahitherto forgotten role of Jews and their involvement in amost unusual occupation in the New World: Piracy.
Bernard Diederich, author of TrujilloUsing awarm style, Kritzler helps us understand why the pirate era occurred and
how the Jews fitted into Caribbean history at that time. He also brings insights to little-understood historical facts, such
aswhat really happened to that famous boatload of Jewish refugees that sailed from Recife to New Amsterdam in
1654; why Jamai ca became a haven for Jewish merchants and how this morphed into its development as a center of
the pirate trade; as well as the origin of the boucaniers, later known as buccaneers. Andree Aelion Brooks, author of
The Woman Who Defied Kings and Out of SpainEd Kritzlers book unlocks the long buried Jewish heritage of many
famous pirates and their fascinating long forgotten empire building activities. Thisbook isamust read for pirate lovers
and history buffs alike. Gail Selinger, pirate historian and author of The Complete Idiot's Guide to PiratesEveryoneis
entitled to her own opinions on the matter but no one has given the subject of Jewish pirates more love and attention
than Ed Kritzler. He is the aficionado of Jewish Pirates! Gangway! All Aboard! Onto the gunwales! We're off! What
wild adventure! Rachel Frankel, author of Remnant Stones



