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Benjamin Barber : Jihad vs. McWorld: Terrorism's Challenge to Democracy before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Jihad vs. McWorld: Terrorism's Challenge to

Democracy:
23 of 29 people found the following review helpful. Don't be misled by the titleBy Professor Joseph L. McCauleyThe

first part of the book istrue, but what did | learn from it that | didn't already know from experience? The second part is
unconvincing: too much propaganda and too little hard analysis. The aim of the book is certainly worthwhile, but the


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0345383044

book itself is so poorly written that | hesitated for over ayear before reworking and posting thisreview. A far more
useful and reliable source of information, based on real experience with the IMF and world Bank, is Nobel Prize
winner Joseph Stiglitz's book Globalization and it's Discontents'. The choice of titleis very catchy (Coca Cola und
Heiligerkrieg, in the German trandation) but the title will turn some readers off automatically, post 9/11. The theme,
however, isnot at al Islam per se, but more generally tribalism and fundamentalism vs globalization of capital, labor
and production via deregulation of markets. By tribalism in this context is meant any ethnic group that still is bound
together culturally and geographically, in contrast with the destabilizing influence of unregulated free markets on a
global scale where the dominant ideais that everything should be for sale with as high liquidity as possible
(deregulation™). E.g., | live most of each year in arelatively tribal area, Tirol. | see "tribal" as something positive, as a
synonym for cultural stability. Much of Europeis still tribal in this sense, in contrast with the US where, since the
Reagan-Friedman era and the consequent right wing revolution of 1994, everything goes. Maintaining tradition (social
stability"), in contrast, requires the drying up of liquidity. It requires rules (either written or understood) against
unlimited trading and therefore against unlimited development. It requires rules stating that a meadow or beach cannot
be sold to a hotel or to a condo developer. Simply ask yourself: why do Houston and Gatlinburg look and feel so
different than Oslo and Garmisch-Partenkirchen, e.g., or (closer to home) why do Telluride and Ruidosa look and feel
so different than Silverton? The answer is: some degree of tradition has been maintained in the latter places viarules
against development. People who think that Gatlinburg isnormal” and that Silverton is backward" will not understand
the main point of Barber's book, or of this review.Globalization via deregulation (or, smple, "globalization™) based on
rapid communication has led to the abdication of responsibility. E.g., | suggest trying to reach Ford with aquestion
about your car. You will reach awoman who can answer the telephone, but who cannot answer any technical question
whatsoever, nor can she find anyone else who can answer your question. She represents a dead end, anaolgous to
Kafka's Castle". Global capitalismislike The Castle", or like a huge thermodynamic heat bath: it influences and
controls everything that it touches but is itself subject to no reactive influence. Thislack of responsiveness, which also
feeds on economic ignorance, is the breeding ground for religious fundamentalists to become terrorists. The
propagation of globalization via deregulation as progress' is based on an implicit belief in the reliability of Adam
Smith's Invisible Hand. The Invisible Hand purportedly stabilizes markets and brings them into equilibrium. We know
now, empirically, that unregulated free markets are dynamically unstable. In contrast with reality, textbook economics
still successfully propagates the mythology of equilibrium’, the absolutely noncomplex idea that supply can generally
rise to match demand. Were thistrue, then in the absence of all regulations there should be no unemployment, e.g..
Real markets are not like that. Real unregulated markets are lawless because there is no social-economic analog of
physics, of natural mathematical law. The only law of the marketplace is man made law. Deregulation therefore leads
to unexpected new problems that are worse than the ones it purports to solve, asisillustrated by the recent economic
histories of Russia, Mexico, Brazil, Argentina, and a host of other Third world countries. Unfortunately for Europe,
the EU isarelatively dictatorial, mainly financial, body whose main function is apparently to replace globalize the EU
countries, but thisis not adequately discussed by Barber either. And the US? The outlook is hopeless until people
wake up and realize that they've been taken for a bad ride, that they"re on a collision course led by ideologues who
want that collision.19 of 22 people found the following review helpful. Prophetic and relevantBy Malvinl read this
book prior to the September 11 attacks but returned to it for perspective on the situation. | quickly realized that
Barber's analysis was both prophetic and relevant to our current crisis.In essence, Barber demonstrates that what we
consider to be good in the industrialized world -- specifically, an ever-expanding capitalist, consumerist lifestyle -- is
viewed with deadly suspicion by many in the non-industrialized world. That's because the wholesal e acceptance of our
cultureis perceived by many of the world's poor as athreat to their traditional lifestyles. The author points out that
capitalism originally took root and flourished because of Western democracy's ability to curb the excesses of
unfettered profit-making. But today's multinational corporations are no longer restrained by democratic forces in many
parts of the third world. There, capitalism works in the name of absentee investors as a predatory force, stripping
communities of their material and cultural resources, creating a branded, homogenous "McWorld" that too often leaves
multitudes of impoverished peoplein its wake.Such conditions breed anger and resentment against Westernersin
general and often against the American symbols of global capitalism in particular. In the worst case scenarios,
negative energy is manifested by terrorism. So as the multinationals connect the world more closely together with
sophisticated communications and production systems, "tribal units' such as terrorist organizations strive at the same
time to tear this world apart.Somehow, "global democracy” needs to catch up with economic globalisation, the author
reasons, to secure amore stable "global civil society”. Such aworld should more equitably balance the needs of people
with capitalism. Barber believes that if people were truly empowered as citizens they could reshape their communities
to better serve their own needs. In the end, thiswould effectively diminish the attractiveness of joining in the
ultimately self-destructive world of "Jihad".Furthermore, the long-term growth of capitalism itself also requires stable
markets. Barber points out that unless we more equitably share the benefits of capitalism with so-called emerging
market countries, the instabilities that are created will eventually undermine our own success too.As policy makers
struggle to learn how we can prevent another attack from happening, we would do well to consider the intelligent



analysisin this outstanding book.0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Jihad Vs. McWorldBy
GinMillsO6Fantastic book! It was informative, interesting, though provoking, and very well researched. | would
recommend this book to anyone interested in learning more about why the war in the Middle east is not going to end.

Jihad vs. McWorld is a groundbreaking work, an elegant and illuminating analysis of the central conflict of our times:
consumerist capitalism versus religious and tribal fundamentalism. These diametrically opposed but strangely
intertwined forces are tearing apart--and bringing together--the world as we know it, undermining democracy and the
nation-state on which it depends. On the one hand, consumer capitalism on the global level israpidly dissolving the
socia and economic barriers between nations, transforming the world's diverse populations into a blandly uniform
market. On the other hand, ethnic, religious, and racial hatreds are fragmenting the political landscape into smaller and
smaller tribal units. Jihad vs. McWorld is the term that distinguished writer and political scientist Benjamin R. Barber
has coined to describe the powerful and paradoxical interdependence of these forces. In thisimportant new book, he
explores the alarming repercussions of this potent dialectic for democracy.A work of persuasive originality and
penetrating insight, Jihad vs. McWorld holds up a sharp, clear lens to the dangerous chaos of the post-Cold War world.
Critics and political leaders have already heralded Benjamin R. Barber's work for its bold vision and moral courage.
Jihad vs. McWorld is an essential text for anyone who wants to understand our troubled present and the crisis
threatening our future.

.com As soon as you hear the conceit of this book--that there are two great opposing forces at work in the world today,
border-crossing capitalism and splintering factionalism, and that they are the two biggest threats to democracy--you
know it rings true enough to be worth reading. Although capitalism could have only grown to current levelsin the soil
of democracies, Benjamin Barber argues that global capitalism now tends to work against the very concept of
citizenship, of people thinking for themselves and with their neighbors. Too often now, how we think is the product of
atransnational corporation (increasingly, a media corporation) with headquarters elsewhere. And although self-
determination is one of the most fundamental of democratic principles, unchecked it has lead to atribalism (think
Bosnia, think Rwanda) in which virtually no one besides the local power elite gets afair shake. The antidote, Barber
concludes, isto work everywhere to resuscitate the non-governmental, non-business spacesin life--he calls them
"civic spaces' (such asthe village green, voluntary associations of every sort, churches, community schools)--where
true citizenship thrives.From Publishers WeeklyPolitical scientist Barber examines the rise of both intolerant tribal
identities and international consumerism. Copyright 1996 Reed Business Information, Inc.From Library Journalln a
highly serious book with a catchy title, Barber, director of the Walt Whitman Center for the Culture and Politics of
Democracy at Rutgers University and an exponent of direct democracy, offers an extensive analysis of the state of the
world, written for ageneral lay audience. Combining over 50 pages of reference notes with a barrage of examples
from popular culture, this analysis explores the contemporary paradox between widespread political disintegration
(Jihad) and global economic homogenization (McWorld). In colorful prose, he concludes that both trends pose major
threats to democracy and personal liberty. More than anything else, what has been lost in the clash between Jihad and
McWorld has been the idea of the public as something more than arandom collection of people. Thus, Barber calls for
a"reconstruction of civil society," a middle ground between government and the private sector. "It is not where we
vote and not where we buy and sell; it is where we talk with neighbors about the commonweal." This book starts that
conversation effectively and in an entertaining fashion. For all academic and public libraries.?James Rhodes, L uther
Call., Decorah, la.Copyright 1995 Reed Business Information, Inc.



