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Michael W Homer : Josephs Temples: The Dynamic Relationship between Freemasonry and Mormonism 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Josephs Temples: The 
Dynamic Relationship between Freemasonry and Mormonism: 

14 of 15 people found the following review helpful. It's not about the beehive!By S. BergstromFinally someone who 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1607813440


knows both Masonry and Mormonism! The author gives a scholarly presentation of the intersection between these two 
groups. Everything is exhaustively documented and referenced. I would recommend it to anyone with a serious 
interest in the topic and caution them to leave their preconceptions at the door because there is so much more to 
understand.8 of 10 people found the following review helpful. The end of my whiskey and cinnamon baths.By M. 
ThompsonI've wondered why DC 89 talks about strong drinks as being for the washing of bodies. After reading this 
book, I've stopped bathing in whiskey, realizing now that it was a ceremonial practice. Nobody told me that! :)I've 
loved learning about the source of some of the practices and beliefs that have been a part of every day of my life. This 
is a very well-researched and structured book. I had to take the first couple of chapters in smaller bites and re-read to 
make sure I was understanding things correctly.29 of 29 people found the following review helpful. Essential reading 
in the subjectBy Dallas B. RobbinsGreat study on the relationship between Mormonism and Masonry. There will be 
details here and there that other scholars will disagree with, but this work is well written, not overwrought or bogged 
down in minutia, engages counter arguments, and is detailed and thorough enough for the specialist or general reader. 
Probably not for a Mormon who is not well read in Mormon history - would certainly be a shock to one who knows 
little on the subject. But Homer's work provides the essential text on the subject and provides a great beginning point 
for further study in this area.

The apparent parallels between Mormon ritual and doctrine and those of Freemasonry have long been recognized. 
That Joseph Smith, Brigham Young, and other early church leaders were, at least for a time, Masons, is common 
knowledge. Yet while early historians of the LDS Church openly acknowledged this connection, the question of 
influence was later dismissed and almost became taboo among faithful church members. Just as Mormons have tried 
to downplay any ties to Freemasonry, Masons have sought to distance themselves from Mormonism. In Josephs 
Temples, Michael Homer reveals how deeply the currents of Freemasonry and Mormonism entwined in the early 
nineteenth century. He goes on to lay out the later declining course of relations between the two movements, until a 
dtente in recent years. There are indications that Freemasonry was a pervasive foundational element in Mormonism 
and that its rituals and origin legends influenced not just the secret ceremonies of the LDS temples but also such 
important matters as the organization of the Mormon priesthood, the foundation of the womens Relief Society, the 
introduction and concealment of polygamy, and the churchs position on African Americans full membership. 
Freemasonry was also an important facet of Mormons relations with broader American society. The two movements 
intertwined within a historical context of early American intellectual, social, and religious ferment, which influenced 
each of them and in varying times and situations placed them either in the current or against the flow of mainstream 
American culture and politics. Josephs Temples provides a comprehensive examination of a dynamic relationship and 
makes a significant contribution to the history of Mormonism, Freemasonry, and their places in American history. 

The significance of Michael Homers work cannot be overstated. He has accomplished what no other author has done 
on this topic. Mormon Studies has been waiting for a work like this. Michael G. Reed, author of Banishing the Cross: 
The Emergence of a Mormon Taboo 


