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Excerpt from Journal of the American Oriental Society, Vol. 20: Second Half For some account of the occurrence of 
this story, in the same form or slightly varied, in the literature of many of the nations of Europe, see the Introduction to 
the ballad of King John and the Abbot of Canterbury, in Child's English and Scottish Ballads. The most natural 
explanation of the appearance of such a tale as this in the literature of these neighboring nations, English, French, 
Spanish, Italian, German, Danish, is that it made its way from one people to another by oral and literary transmission. 
Examples of the kind have always been abundant. About the Publisher Forgotten Books publishes hundreds of 
thousands of rare and classic books. Find more at www.forgottenbooks.com This book is a reproduction of an 
important historical work. Forgotten Books uses state-of-the-art technology to digitally reconstruct the work, 
preserving the original format whilst repairing imperfections present in the aged copy. In rare cases, an imperfection in 
the original, such as a blemish or missing page, may be replicated in our edition. We do, however, repair the vast 
majority of imperfections successfully; any imperfections that remain are intentionally left to preserve the state of such 
historical works.


