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Adam Sutcliffe: Judaism and Enlightenment (Ideasin Context) before purchasing it in order to gage whether or
not it would be worth my time, and al praised Judaism and Enlightenment (Ideas in Context):

9 of 24 people found the following review helpful. Or . . . Why Jews are NewsBy Ben Ploniel can do no better than to
point you to the review of this book in the Chronicle of Higher Education by Danny Postel to be seen at [...] called The
Rage of Reason: A scholar argues that Enlightenment thought was shaped by its obsession with Judaism.| have often
been astounded at the virulent view of Jews/Israel/Zionism taken by the various humanist, progressive, liberal, and
yes, ‘enlightened’ movements, the media and academia etc. that often align them with what you might call their


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0521672325

otherwise sworn enemies; reactionary neo-Nazi skinhead Holocaust revisionists, the regressive |slamic fundamentalist
movements and so on.Then there is the ridiculous 'Amen corner' of rabid anti-Zionists who pointedly call themselves
Jewish as avalidation of their advocacy: |srael Shahak, Isragl Shamir, Noam Chomsky, Norman Finkelstein, Adam
Shapiro, Bobby Fisher, Yossi Beilin, on and on and on, forgive me for not mentioning another ten thousand names
well known to Jew haters.Even after taking Soviet propaganda and personal psychotic factors into account, or the odd
socia or political gaffein Isragl, there still remains a ‘chicken-and-egg' feeling that |eaves one wondering at its source.
This beautifully expressed book sheds the kind of genuine enlightenment on this topic that could be an epiphany for
any Jewish person wishing to comprehend the unneccesary religious/intellectual dichotomy, as well as the past,
present and future history of the Middle East.

This major contribution to the history of European ideas investigates the philosophical and political significance of
Judaism in the intellectual life of seventeenth and eighteenth century Europe. Adam Sutcliffe demonstrates how the
enthusiastic fascination with Judaism that was prevalent around 1650 became contemptuous a century later. The
intense responses of thinkers like Voltaire to Jewish topics are central to an understanding of the underlying
ambiguities of the Enlightenment. The study interests scholars of Jewish history, the Enlightenment, and of the
emergence of the modern movement.

"Adam Sutcliffe's book represents an important new synthesis, offering novel and insightful readings of both familiar
and less-known thinkers. Since no one before him has attempted to examine so broadly European intellectual lifein
the seventeenth and eighteenth centuries from the perspective of attitudes toward Jews and Judaism, Sutcliffe's
monograph represents a major contribution to Jewish and Enlightenment studies alike." The Jewish Quarterly "Itis
rare that a scholarly historical work such as Sutcliffe's can be so useful for the understanding of some of the most
vexing contemporary problems - in this case, the surprising resurgence of postmodern antisemitism.” The
Forward"...passionate, well informed, and eloquent...” The New Y ork of Books'[I]n his highly anticipated first book,
Adam Sutcliffe... makes the bold claim that what has for centuries been referred to as "the Jewish question,” rather
than being merely aless-than-admirable aspect of Enlightenment thought, was actually of central importance in
shaping it... scholars are calling Mr. Sutcliffe'swork groundbreaking." The Chronicle of Higher Education"An
excellent and stimulating analysis of the Enlightenment and its relationship to Jews and Judaism." H-
GERMAN"fascinating book" - Michael Mack, University of SydneyAbout the AuthorAdam Sutcliffe is Chaim Lopata
Assistant Professor of European Jewish History at the University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.



