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before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised King John's Delegation 
to the Almohad Court (1212): Medieval Interreligious Interactions and Modern Historiography (Cursor Mundi) 
(Arabic Edition): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Can DNA help resolve medieval legend of King John's delegation to 
Moorish landsBy Laurence DaleyWhile researching the DNA of my origens, I found most came from Ireland and 
Navarra, as suggested by Patronymic and especially my Matronymic "Garca Iiguez." However a trace of what seems 
to relate to Moorish origins also appeared.Thus I searched by surname inferences and found that my mother s ancestral 
surnames related to the battle of Navas de Tolosa, and of course that is not proof positive, but it is very interesting. 
Thus. this case could related to the large numbers of Moras captivas who were spoils of that batte..Perhaps this relates 
to that half mythological narrations of Robert of London, so widely and so well discussed in this book.

Is Matthew Paris's story of an English diplomatic delegation, sent by King John to the caliph of Morocco, nothing 
more than fiction, or does it report actual events occurring in the summer of 1212? Did King John offer to subjugate 
his kingdom to the Muslim caliph, and did he consider conversion to Islam? Was one of John's diplomats a converted 
Jew with whom the Muslim ruler conversed about theological issues? How may a new reading of this medieval 
chronicle in its appropriate historical context contribute to our understanding of King John and his rule? This book 
attempts to answer these and other questions. The first full-scale study of Matthew Paris`s report, this work proposes a 
completely new interpretation of the text and portrays a multifaceted and inherently complex picture of the interactions 
between Christians, Muslims, and Jews around 1200, straddling law, politics, statecraft, history, culture, and religion. 
This study also prompts an evaluation of the delegation story, in its historical background of Christian-Muslim 
encounter on the frontier, as a test-case for John's measures during his reign, and intends to advance our understanding 
of a crucial era of political and diplomatic transformation.


