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D. Dennis Hudson : Krishna's Mandala: Bhagavata Religion and Beyond  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Krishna's Mandala: Bhagavata Religion and Beyond: 

D. Dennis Hudson was one of the foremost American scholars of the religions of India and this volume brings together 
his seminal essays. It studies different aspects of Bhagavata religion and Vaishnavism in south India and also the 
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connections between the Vaishnavism of south India and a remembered or imagined north. The collection is divided 
into three parts. While the first part deals with the physical, conceptual, ritual, and moral layouts of the two ancient 
Tamil capitals-Madurai and Kancipuram, the second evaluates a series of key texts that illumine the nature of ancient 
Bhagavatism. The last part investigates the connections between Bhagavata religion and gender.

An excellent selection with a useful introduction that succeeds in providing a holistic view of Vaishnava and Shaiva 
traditions, drawing details from a wide range of sources... It would make a worthy reference volume for research 
scholars...given the detail and subtle analysis that Hudson often provides. Jonathan Edelmann, The Journal of Asian 
Studies.About the AuthorD. Dennis Hudson (16 Feb. 1938-10 Dec. 2006) was Emeritus Professor of World Religions 
at Smith College John Stratton Hawley is Professor of Religion, Barnard College, Columba University 


