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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Essential Reading for Native and Legal ScholarsBy John 
BuchkoskiThis is an important and fascinating work that examines the structure of legal systems reflecting the values 
of society. By combating this system, Native women in both Washington and Arizona had different experiences 
dealing with states that developed different a racist legal systems. Overall, the accounts and primary sources illuminate 
these important issues.

Katrina Jagodinskys enlightening history is the first to focus on indigenous women of the Southwest and Pacific 
Northwest and the ways they dealt with the challenges posed by the existing legal regimes of the nineteenth and 
twentieth centuries. In most western states, it was difficult if not impossible for Native women to inherit property, 
raise mixed-race children, or take legal action in the event of rape or abuse. Through the experiences of six indigenous 
women who fought for personal autonomy and the rights of their tribes, Jagodinsky explores a long yet generally 
unacknowledged tradition of active critique of the U.S. legal system by female Native Americans.

Jagodinskys important work will encourage more historians to pursue Indigenous womens legal histories in the 
future.The Journal of Arizona History 


