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Siddhartha Gautama was a spiritual teacher from ancient India who founded Buddhism. In most Buddhist traditions, 
he is regarded as the Supreme Buddha of our age, "Buddha" meaning "awakened one" or "the enlightened one." The 
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time of his birth and death are uncertain: most early 20th-century historians dated his lifetime as c. 563 BCE to 483 
BCE, but more recent opinion dates his death to between 486 and 483 BCE or, according to some, between 411 and 
400 BCE. Gautama, also known as Sakyamuni ("Sage of the Sakyas"), is the primary figure in Buddhism, and 
accounts of his life, discourses, and monastic rules are believed by Buddhists to have been summarized after his death 
and memorized by his followers. Various collections of teachings attributed to him were passed down by oral 
tradition, and first committed to writing about 400 years later.

About the AuthorSamuel Beal (27 November 1825, Davenport 20 August 1889, Greens Norton) was an Oriental 
scholar, and the first Englishman to translate direct from the Chinese the early records of Buddhism, thus throwing 
light upon Indian history. Samuel Beal was born in Davenport, near Stockport, Cheshire and graduated from Trinity 
College, Cambridge in 1847. He was ordained deacon in 1851, and priest in the following year. After serving as curate 
at Brooke in Norfolk and Sopley in Hampshire, he applied for the office of naval chaplain, and was appointed to 
H.M.S. Sybille during the China War of 1856-58. In 1857, he printed for private circulation a pamphlet showing that 
the Tycoon of Yedo (i.e. Tokugawa Shogun of Edo), with whom foreigners had made treaties, was not the real 
Emperor of Japan. He retired from the navy in 1877. In 1877, he was appointed professor of Chinese at University 
College, London. His reputation was established by his series of works which traced the travels of the Chinese 
Buddhist pilgrims in India from the fifth to the seventh century, A. D., and by his books on Buddhism, which have 
become classics. Asvaghosha Bodhisattva was an Indian philosopher-poet, born in Saketa in northern India to a 
Brahmin family. . He was the most famous in a group of Buddhist court writers, whose epics rivalled the 
contemporary Ramayana. 


