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review helpful. Enlightening for both reader and writerBy Helen S. AndrewsLight From the Ashes arrived as I was 
watching the latest news about the U.S.'s war against terrorism. I have often wondered if war were declared on the 
U.S., as it has been declared on so many other nations during my lifetime, how I would "survive." I fear the struggle to 
survive almost as much as I fear death. Light From the Ashes gives new insight into what it takes to survive war, 
deprivation, persecution and other horrors of war and holocaust. While many who survived the Nazi Holocaust as 
adults have written and spoken of their experience and its affect on their remaining years, few, if any have spoken and 
written of the experience as a child or adolescent. This collection of how those early experiences may have shaped the 
choice of career in the social sciences is monumental is helping me understand the term "survivor." The essays are 
literate but completely comprehensible to the layman. The insights into the life of each contributor and editor (also a 
contributor) comes to light in some cases because they were asked to participate in this volume. It is a timely work, 
and, I am sad to say, will probably never be out of context in our world.

How did Nazi persecution affect the later lives of children and young adolescents? In Light from the Ashes, eighteen 
eminent social scientists trace the connection between their early wartime experiences and their adult research careers, 
personality, and values. Autobiographical essays describe their trauma of fleeing from or surviving the Holocaust 
during childhood or adolescence, and how this influenced their eventual choice of work and general outlook on life.

"A truly unique book that highlights how reverberations of the Holocaust shaped the intellectual development of a 
generation of leading social science scholars." 


