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6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Dragons, Dwarves, Witches, Nazis... and MormonsBy andrea 
schmidt-baumannThis is a dark and fascinating book. I read it through in two days, which is a first for me when it 
comes to history books. You want to know about dragons, ghosts and demons, dwarves, fairies, witches and wizards, 
James Bowie from Texas and Heinrich Himmler from the Nazi Party? This book has them all and some Mormons on 
top of that. What do they all have in common? A fascination with treasures. Some of the history of treasure hunting is 
dark: Treasure hunting led often enough into the realm of spirits and devils. Too many treasure hunters paid with their 
lives for their greed, curiosity and thirst for adventure. The book delivers hard historical facts and pulverizes a couple 
of pseudo-historical myths. The book depicts the evolution of treasure hunting from the early Middle Ages to the 
`Indiana Jones' days, piling fact upon fact and story upon story. It does address a number of religious questions 
critically, but always in a thoughtful and respectful way. At the end, the author sums up his results and presents his 
own explanation for the changing traditions of treasure hunting. It is like the solution of a dark riddle. I `m familiar 
with Dillinger's other books on magic but he has outdone himself with this one. He works with a huge mass of British 
and American sources on top of the Continental European ones he evidently has on his finger tips.

The first comprehensive history of magical treasure hunting from the Middle Ages to the 20th century, revealing a 
magical universe of treasure spirits, and wizards who tried to deal with them. Combining history and anthropology, 
this study sees treasure hunting as an expression of shifting economic mentalities and changing ideas about history.

'The pursuit of buried treasure was one of the favourite activities of ritual magicians of early modern Europe: indeed in 
some places and times, such as parts of eighteenth-century Germany, it was the act of magic that most often brought 
individuals before the law courts. Nonetheless, it has been neglected by historians of early modern Europe, and so the 
appearance of a full-length treatment of it is both timely and valuable. Johannes Dillinger is a good person for the job. 
... a notable contribution ... Johannes Dillinger has neatly filled another portion of the history of European magic.' - 
Ronald Sutton, Time and Mind 'This is a fascinating and complex book, and although scholarly is very accessible, 
even just for the remarkable collection of narratives of treasure hunting expeditions.' John Rimmer, The Magonia of 
Books '...this book should be required reading for anyone interested in the field of early modern magic, with a possible 
interest to those interested in various aspects of treasure folklore and Renaissance era law.' - Daniel Harms, Papers 
Falling from an Attic Window 'One of the most ground-shifting books I've ever read The first full treatment of the 
topic has yielded exciting results.' - Steve Fleming, The Juvenile InstructorAbout the AuthorJOHANNES 
DILLINGER Teaches Early Modern History at the Universities of Mainz, Germany,and Oxford Brookes, UK. He has 
published extensively on the history of the estates, peasant culture and magic. His work won him a number of 
prestigious awards and scholarships, among others the Heisenberg Scholarship for outstanding researchers and the 
Spee Award for major contributions to the history of witchcraft. 


