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William F. Tucker : Mahdis and Millenarians: Shiite Extremists in Early Muslim Iraq  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mahdis and Millenarians: Shiite Extremists in 
Early Muslim Iraq: 

Mahdis and Millenarians is a study of early extremist Shiites in Iraq and Iran. These sectarians originated certain 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0521883849


doctrines and religious practices that influenced a number of later Shiite religious and political movements. Their 
millenarian expectations and willingness to use force against perceived enemies gave them a sense of solidarity and 
coherence that could be effectively mobilized in revolutionary or conflict situations. They should be viewed primarily 
within the context of world millenarian sectarian movements.

"In Mahdis and Millenarians, William F. Tucker examines the origins and theological doctrines of four early sectarian 
groups connected to the southern Iraq city of Kfa during the Umayyad caliphate (661-750)." -Najam Haider, H-
LevantAbout the AuthorWilliam F. Tucker is Professor of History at the University of Arkansas and holds an A.B. 
degree in European History from the University of North Carolina, an M.A. in Balkan Middle East History and a 
Ph.D. in Middle Eastern History, both from Indiana University. He has authored multiple articles and book chapters on 
Shiism, Kurds, Mamluk history, and the history of natural disasters in the Middle East between 600 and 1800. 


