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Kenneth Seeskin : Maimonides: A Guide for Today's Perplexed  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or 
not it would be worth my time, and all praised Maimonides: A Guide for Today's Perplexed: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good ReadBy Steve SVery good book, alot of common sense 
written by Maimonides regarding how to understand the Creator, Universe and G-d. What makes a prophet, why evil 
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exists alot of parallels with Buddhist philosophy I thought which is no surprise because pure religion always has 
commonality and connection.If you want insight, this would be a good book to add to one's collection1 of 1 people 
found the following review helpful. Maimonides: A Guide for Today's PerplexedBy CustomerMaimonides tends to be 
circumspect in his discussions. He had a lot of detractors in his time, some of them with violent tendencies. Thus, he is 
difficult for some modern folk (I am a scientist - and he tries my patience) to read. Given the context of his times his 
circumspection is understandable. This book is by no means comprehensive but it does give one the flavor of some of 
his writing. I did find it helpful. This book, unfortunately, does not give the social context of Maimonidies times, I had 
to read other sources to learn the context.16 of 19 people found the following review helpful. A straightforward 
introduction to Moses Maimonides.By John S. RyanThis volume is an excellent introduction to the 
philosophy/theology of Moses Maimonides (Rabbi Moshe ben Maimon, or the "Rambam"). Seeskin's presentation is 
lucidly clear, accessible to the layperson, and blessedly free of Straussian persecution-and-the-art-of-writing searches 
for "hidden meanings." Seeskin levels some pointed critiques against this entire mode of interpretation and quite 
sensibly treats the Rambam as though he meant what he wrote. The result is a fairly short, not-overly-technical 
overview of the thought of the man who was undeniably far and away the greatest philosopher in Jewish history -- 
and, moreover, a readable introduction to systematic theology in general. Highly recommended.
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How should we describe God? What is so important about monotheism? If God created the universe, why is there 
evil? How will we know when the Messiah has come? These are among the questions that Maimonides contemplated 
in the 12th century. And they still perplex students of Judaism today. The classic questions in Maimonides: A Guide 
For Today's Perplexed are now addressed in modern language. The philosophy and teachings of Maimonides (the first 
interpreter of Judaism in Western terms) are accessible to every, not just theologians. Maimonides is ideal for young 
adults and older readers alike. --Midwest Book About the AuthorKenneth Seeskin received his BA from Northwestern 
University in 1968 and his Ph.D. from Yale University in 1972. He joined the faculty of Northwestern in 1972 and has 
taught there ever since. He is the author of seven books and numerous articles, editor of The Cambridge Companion to 
Maimonides and co-editor of The Cambridge Guide to Jewish History, Culture, and Religion. In 2001, he won the 
Koret Jewish Book Award for Searching for a Distant God and, in 2011, the National Jewish Book Award for The 
Cambridge Guide to Jewish History, Culture, and Religion. In 2009, Seeskin was named Philip M. and Ethel 
Klutznick Professor of Jewish Civilization. 


