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Heinrich Kramer, James Sprenger : Malleus Maleficarum  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it 
would be worth my time, and all praised Malleus Maleficarum: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great bookBy Richard MyersThis book is very good and strange at 
the same time. It is almost a legal book dealing with how to catch and try witches in a civil court or an ecumenical 
court.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. three starsBy Gary FuentesI had to read this after hearing often 
how the church used witchcraft at times to maintain religious political control. The church is satisfied to let town 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=856202239X


council act against suspects to achieve their goals. It took political control to overrule the church to end a horrendous 
period.3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy mollie A. Phillipsnothing short of amazing, 
interesting, and informative, if you "practice" you should own this book.

The Malleus Maleficarum (the witch-hammer) is the medieval witch-hunt best-seller, a manual written by two catholic 
priests with important information about how to identify a witch in trials etc.

About the AuthorHeinrich Kramer ( 1430-1505) also known under the Latinized name Henricus Institoris,was a 
German churchman and inquisitor. Born in Slestat, Alsace, he joined the Dominican Order at an early age and while 
still a young man was appointed Prior of the Dominican house of his native town. At some date before 1474 he was 
appointed Inquisitor for the Tyrol, Salzburg, Bohemia and Moravia. His eloquence in the pulpit and tireless activity 
received recognition at Rome and he was the right-hand man of the Archbishop of Salzburg. By the time of the Bull 
Summis desiderantes of Pope Innocent VIII in 1484 he was already associated with Jacob Sprenger to make an 
inquisition for witches and sorcerers. In 1485 he drew up a treatise on witchcraft which was incorporated in the 
Malleus Maleficarum (literally "The hammer of malefactresses (wrongdoing women - i.e. witches)"). Kramer failed in 
his attempt to obtain endorsement for this work from the top theologians of the Inquisition at the Faculty of Cologne, 
and they condemned the book as recommending unethical and illegal procedures, as well as being inconsistent with 
Catholic doctrines of demonology. Kramer's claimed endorsement from four of the professors may have been forged. 
He was denounced by the Inquisition in 1490. In 1495 he was summoned to Venice to give public lectures, which 
were very popular. In 1500 he was empowered to proceed against the Waldensians and Picards. He died in Bohemia in 
1505. 


