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Kenneth N. Waltz : Man, the State, and War: A Theoretical Analysis  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Man, the State, and War: A Theoretical Analysis: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Required ReadingBy CustomerMan, the State and War should be 
required reading for anyone who wants to discuss international politics. The insights on domestic politics are also 
valuable. Waltz works through various classical works from Hobbes, Locke, and Spinoza to formulate a coherent and 
explanatory theory on why wars occur. The first line of the book is, for me at least, political science's version of Call 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0231125372


me Ishmael.Waltz divides his book into three separate sections (Man, State, and War) deducing the permissive cause 
of why wars are able to occur - the answer anarchy of the state system.This book is the foundation upon which all IR is 
built. Truly a top five classic in political science.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Dijana 
MujkanovicFantastic book.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Every college student should read this at 
least once.By Shawn McKenzieA must read for any student of international relations. This is one of the most basic and 
used founding theories about how our world works and can be applied to just about any subject for study.It goes into 
historical, social, and political examples in order to back the theory. It also goes into many of the concepts by ancient 
and modern philosophers on the world and war.

What are the causes of war? To answer this question, Professor Waltz examines the ideas of major thinkers throughout 
the history of Western civilization. He explores works both by classic political philosophers, such as St. Augustine, 
Hobbes, Kant, and Rousseau, and by modern psychologists and anthropologists to discover ideas intended to explain 
war among states and related prescriptions for peace.

In this thoughtful inquiry into the views of classical political theory on the nature and causes of war, Professor Waltz 
follows three principal themes or images: war as a consequence of the nature and behavior of man, as an outcome of 
their internal organization of states, and as a product of international anarchy. (Foreign Affairs)Despite the changes in 
the world, the text stands as a classic effort to explain why men and nations fight. (Military )About the AuthorKenneth 
N. Waltz is a recipient of the James Madison Award for distinguished scholarly contributions to political science from 
the American Political Science Association. He is Ford Professor Emeritus at the University of California, Berkeley, 
and is now at the Institute of War and Peace Studies at Columbia University. He is the author of Foreign Policy and 
Democratic Politics, Theory of International Politics, and coauthor of The Spread of Nuclear Weapons. 


