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Susan Higginbotham : Margaret Pole: The Countessin the Tower before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Margaret Pole: The Countessin the Tower:

6 of 6 people found the following review helpful. Another well-researched morsel of a book from S. Higginbotham.By
Sylwia S. ZupanecMargaret Pole, Countess of Salisbury was arguably one of the most powerful and wronged women
of Henry VIII'sreign. She was the |ast Plantagenet at the Tudor court and lost her life to the executioner's blade at the
age of 67. Her life reads like anovel but Margaret is an overlooked historical figure. In this non-fiction biography of
the Countess in the Tower, Susan Higginbotham laid out all the facts, extensively quoting from the primary source
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material. Although Higginbotham has carved a name for herself as a historical novelist, her non-fiction books are
always very well researched and highly readable. I'm agreat fan of Higginbotham's books and | will definitely read
more from this author in the future.O of O people found the following review helpful. Well-written Telling of the Story
of Margaret PoleBy Stephanie A. MannHigginbotham's popular biography fortunately eschews some the pitfalls of
imagining what Pole thought, how she felt, etc. The author tells the story briskly, explaining family relationships,
changing fortunes of power and influence--the whole up and down on Fortune's Wheel that noble families experienced
toward the end of the Wars of the Roses and the Tudor Dynasty. Margaret Pole, since she was a Plantagenet of the
House of York, was in the midst of these changes from her childhood, not as an active participant, but at the
beginning, almost as a pawn. Higginbotham notes that young Margaret and her brother had no powerful men to protect
them or to support their legitimate claim to the throne, even during Richard I11's reign. She survives her family'sfall
and even her brother's imprisonment in the Tower by Henry VII because of that vulnerability. Henry VII marries her
off to atrusted courtier, Richard Pole, and she and he settle down to serve the king and have babies.| wish the book
would have included family trees for the major players. It iswell illustrated.When Henry V111 comes to the throne, he
restores the widowed Margaret to her family holdings and gives her the title Countess of Salisbury. Higginbotham
describes the househol ds and the personnel of Margaret's estates. | wish she could have reconstructed what a day at
one of Margaret's estates was like--what did she do everyday to manage her household, etc.Her story isinterwoven
with Katherine of Aragon's and Mary Tudor's and thus with the whole King's Great Matter. Higginbotham's retelling
of this sad story is aided by her restraint, but sometimes by necessity, Margaret Pole fades to the background. The
family connections become the focus, as again, Margaret did not actively oppose Henry VI1I's destruction of his
marriage and family, his campaign of terror against any who did oppose him: the Carthusians, Thomas More, John
Fisher, and afew other brave souls, or even hisreligious changes. Her sons participated in some of thetrials. | do
appreciate Higginbotham's comment that Margaret Beaufort, Henry VI11's grandmother, would have been shocked and
dismayed to see John Fisher, the holy and scholarly Bishop of Rochester, so horribly treated and executed.On her own
estates, Margaret maintained the status quo of Catholic life, holding off any "Protestant” ideas in the person of an
Evangelical cleric, but she did not participate in any resistance against Henry VI11's changes to religious
practice.Higginbotham believes that Pole's sons were involved in the Exeter Conspiracy and did make statements
about the king soon dying of hisleg wound or the need to have a new monarch. Reginald Pole did place his mother
and family in an incredibly dangerous position with his attack on Henry's Supremacy, citing him as another Nero and
warning him about suffering Richard I11's fate. But Margaret, in al her statements, knowing Henry V1II's power to
make and unmake, was clear that she would not participate in any rebellion against the monarch who had restored her
lands and title. She would not be atraitor. Those who questioned her recognized that she was formidable in her own
defense. Higginbotham includes the chilling detail that Henry V111, wanting to leave London with hisfifth queen,
Catherine Howard, on a progress to the North needed to take care of any loose-ends, and thus Margaret was beheaded
by an incompetent headsman, suffering great violence and pain. Well, when you know that Henry will find out more
about hisfifth wife soon after that progress, you know that more loose-ends will have to be dealt with.One issue | have
with the book: | think that Higginbotham should have recognized the importance of Hazel Pierce's scholarly
biography, "Margaret Pole, Countess of Salisbury 1473-1541: Loyalty, Lineage and Leadership”. She cites Pierce
often enough and should have explained what makes her book distinctive to that earlier work. When | first saw this
book announced by Amberley, the subtitle indicated a correction to arecent historical novel by Philippa Gregory, "The
King's Curse", and the cover did not cut off the top of the head of the figure representing Margaret. Perhaps when the
book had that purpose its relevance and impact was greater. It is well-written and achieves the purpose of telling the
story of Margaret Pole, offering another perspective on the multiple horrors of Henry VIll'sreign, but it lacks acertain
significance.1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Not For MeBy R. Larsonl'll be honest, this time period
ismy favorite to read about. I'll pick up every book | can find if it'sin the Tudor period. | received this book as a gift
and was excited to read about Margaret Pole. Unfortunately, | opened the book and realized that the style in which
Higginbitham writesis difficult to read. | did not enjoy the style and put the book down (unfinished) and it has sat in
my shelf ever since. Thiswas my first Higginbotham book and I'll be honest | am not motivated to try another.

Of the many executions ordered by Henry Vi1, surely the most horrifying was that of sixty-seven-year-old Margaret
Pole, Countess of Salisbury, hacked to pieces on the scaffold by a blundering headsman. From the start, Margarets life
had been marred by tragedy and violence: her father, George, Duke of Clarence, had been executed at the order of his
own brother, Edward 1V, and her nave young brother, Edward, Earl of Warwick, had spent most of hislifein the
Tower before being executed on the orders of Henry VII. Yet Margaret, friend to Catherine of Aragon and the beloved
governess of her daughter Mary, had seemed destined for a happier fate, until religious upheaval and rebellion caused
Margaret and her family to fall from grace. From Margarets birth as the daughter of aroyal duke to her beatification
centuries after her death, 'Margaret Pole: The Countess in the Tower' tells the story of one of the fortresss most
unlikely prisoners.



‘At last, a biography of one of the most powerful and fascinating women of the Tudor period: the tragic and dramatic
story of Margaret Pole, the last Plantagenet, has too long been overlooked'--Leanda de Lisle, author of Tudors: The
Family StoryAbout the AuthorSusan Higginbotham is alawyer and livesin North Carolina, USA. She is the author of
"The Woodvilles: The Wars of the Roses and England's Most Infamous Family' and five historical novels set in
Lanacastrian and Tudor England.



