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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy btrimbleExcellent.3 of 3 people found the following
review helpful. Remarkable! By Robert W. KellemenThe life and writings of MariaW. Stewart are a testament to the
power of faith. Against all odds and against al cultura probability, Maria Stewart arose to become the first women,
Black or White, to address a mixed gendered crowd on a political topic.The essays and sketches, introduced and edited
by Marilyn Richardson, provide firsthand accounts of Stewart's wisdom and courage. Given the erain which Stewart
spoke and wrote, it isremarkable that a young (age 28), black woman could so lucidly and bravely address both
Whites and Blacks. Though addressed to people living under very different conditions, her words still speak courage
and confrontation to all readers today. Thus this book iswell worth reading both for its historical insights aswell as for
its modern implications.Reviewer: Dr. Robert W. Kellemen is the author of "Beyond the Suffering: Embracing the
Legacy of African American Soul Care and Spiritual Direction.” He has also authored "Soul Physicians' and " Spiritual
Friends."3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. First woman speaker and feministBy Sol Y Lunal enjoyed
reading the editor's interpretations of Stewarts political speeches and articles. Stewart, and African-American, was one
of the first women to speak publicly to an audience of both men and women in the 1830s. Though her language is very
1800s and filled with biblical references, her arguments against slavery and woman's rights are inspiring and were very
controversial during that time period. Stewart was such a brave woman!

... enthusiastic, well-written... read it if you want to be inspired by atruly heroic woman." New Directions for
Women... the fullest account to date of Stewarts life and an excellent basis for understanding Stewarts work."
HistoryThisisinformative and inspiring source material for todays scholars, lay readers, and professionals... " Journal
of American Historyln gathering and introducing Stewarts works, Richardson provides an opportunity for readers to
study the thoughts and words of thisinfluential early black female activist, a forerunner to Frederick Douglass and
Sojourner Truth and the first black American to lecture in defense of womens rights, placing her in the context of the
swirling abalitionist movement.
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