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Shelley Emling : Marie Curie and Her Daughters: The Private Lives of Science's First Family  before purchasing 
it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Marie Curie and Her Daughters: The 
Private Lives of Science's First Family: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. I give this six stars because I just generally liked it. I have a medium 
interest in biographiesBy CustomerI give this six stars because I just generally liked it. I have a medium interest in 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1137278366


biographies, and only a recent interest in Marie Curie (in college, taking science classes). I certainly did not know 
about her personal life, bet relationship with her daughters, or even what kind of a woman she was at all. So take that 
into consideration when you see I gave this book six stars. As for criticisms...I thought the author was a little repetitive 
something. Also, it seemed as if she went back and forth a lot and at times it was a tiny bit confusing to follow. It 
didn't make me enjoy the book any less! Thoroughly interesting0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. 
Marie Curie and her daughtersBy Mrs. Ivie R. BelloneThis is a very informative book telling the story of Marie Curie 
and her discovery of radium. Her work was so important, but because of her gender it took a long time for her 
scientific work to recognized. The radiation made her sick, but she continued on with it. Her daughters both became 
famous, Irene for her contributions to science, and Eve for her journalistic writing. Both daughters made the way 
easier for women and they both worked for a peaceful world. I highly recommend this biography - there is so much we 
can learn from the Curie's.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Daughters not at the forefront.By joyce 
hopeI think I expected too much. I thought it would have more about the daughters. At least 85% of the book was 
about Marie Curie, whom I already knew the stuff about her. The book itself was well written and had a few things I 
didn't already know.

Published to widespread acclaim, in Marie Curie and Her Daughters, science writer Shelley Emling shows that far 
from a shy introvert toiling away in her laboratory, the famed scientist and two-time Nobel prize winner was nothing 
short of an iconoclast. Emling draws on personal letters released by Curie's only granddaughter to show how Marie 
influenced her daughters yet let them blaze their own paths: Irene followed her mother's footsteps into science and was 
instrumental in the discovery of nuclear fission; Eve traveled the world as a foreign correspondent and then moved on 
to humanitarian missions. Emling also shows how Curie, following World War I, turned to America for help. Few 
people know about Curie's close friendship with American journalist Missy Meloney, who arranged speaking tours 
across the country for Marie, Eve, and Irene. Months on the road, charming audiences both large and small, endeared 
the Curies to American women and established a lifelong relationship with the United States that formed one of the 
strongest connections of Marie's life. Factually rich, personal, and original, this is an engrossing story about the most 
famous woman in science that rips the cover off the myth and reveals the real person, friend, and mother behind it.

Emling offers an intimate look at Curie's relationship with her children[and a] fascinating, moving story [with an] 
inspiring message conveyed throughout. Carmela Ciuraru, The Boston GlobeThe story of the second act of the 
genius's life, as a widowed mother of two. HarpersEmling delivers a compulsively readable biography of Curie and 
her formidable daughters. Ms. magazineThe often harrowing tale covers the great physicist's struggle with xenophobia 
and sexism, her mental and physical breakdowns, and the campaign by American journalist Missy Meloney to supply 
her with radium. Most compellingly, it bares Curie's relationships with her daughters, the Nobel prize-winning chemist 
Irne and writer Eve. NatureEmling reveals a hidden side of the life of two-time Nobel Prize winner. Publishers 
WeeklyAn intimate portrait of the professional and private lives of legendary scientist Marie Curie and her daughters, 
Irne and Eve A uniquely human look at a brilliant scientific family. Kirkus sA new twist...bringing the story into the 
21st century...Recommended. ChoiceShelley Emling makes an invaluable contribution to history by documenting the 
afteraffects of radiation and fame on this remarkable pioneer of the atom, a woman who sacrificed herself for the sake 
of deadly knowledge. Tom Zoellner, author of Uranium: War, Energy and the Rock That Shaped the WorldPublicly 
glum and famously determined, Marie Curie struggled against the extraordinary prejudices of her time, and became an 
icon. In this engagingly delightful look behind the heavy skirts of the era, Shelley Emling reveals Marie's and her two 
disparate daughters' idiosyncratic family life, and especially the significant role that their visits to the United States 
played in their personal development. Peter Atkins, author of Galileo's FingerMarie Curie and Her Daughters breathes 
life into an icon of science. Emling uses private letters, the unpublished papers of her daughter, Irene Curie, and an 
interview with her granddaughter Helene Langevin-Joliot to take the reader into Curie's role as the mother of two 
daughters, as a traveler to America and beyond, and as a woman in a man's world. If young women are looking for a 
real-life role model beside today's celebrities, this story will fill that niche. Elizabeth Norman, author of We Band of 
AngelsA book that should inspire all young women to go out and make things happen. Frank Close, author of The 
Infinity Puzzle: Quantum Field Theory and the Hunt for an Orderly UniverseShelley Emling's dazzling chronicle of 
the three Curies and their world famous accomplishments is surpassed only by her account of how each stretched her 
era's concept of the possibilities for women. A tour de force! Megan McKinney, author of The Magnificent 
MedillsMs. Emling's riveting new biography reveals in page-turning prose the life-balance struggles of a true genius. 
It's a tip of the hat to the private Marie, the single working mother, whose many accomplishments include her two 
amazing daughters. Lisa Verge Higgins, New York Journal of BooksShelley Emling's excellent joint biography of 
Marie, her daughters (and a granddaughter, too) is an exhilarating story that couples scientific discovery and 
motherhood. A book that should propel young women into science for the sheer fun of it, it's also a rich tale of war and 
peace, family commitment, friendship and medical progress. Adele Glimm, author of Gene Hunter and Rachel 
CarsonA must read for every woman and every female teenager. In accessible prose, Emling enlightens the world 



about this enigmatic scientist, and, with the help of personal letters shared by Curie's granddaughter, Emling has 
woven a story of a woman full of grace and of the daughters who loved her without fail. I loved this book. Mary H. 
Manhein, author of The Bone Lady and Trail of BonesAbout the AuthorShelley Emling has written for the The New 
York Times, USA Today, Fortune, Slate, The Wall Street Journal, The Times (London), The Huffington Post, 
FoxNews.com, Beliefnet.com, The Christian Science Monitor, and the International Herald Tribune. She launched one 
of the first blogs for the International Herald Tribune, called Raising the Roof. She is the author of the highly 
acclaimed The Fossil Hunter and lives in Montclair, New Jersey. 


