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0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very dense, very interesting, very informativeBy Thomas M. 
HallThis is a fascinating read. Really just a publication of Mr. Rapoport's school thesis, it is heavily annotated, 
opening doors to much further learning for those who want to pursue it.An interesting window into the changing 
thinking within the Moslem community (communities) on the treatment and rights of women. Reminds us of the 
changing treatment of women at different points through Christian history, and across Christian sects. Amazing how 
consistent economic factors are in shaping the "religious" beliefs about how women should be treated.0 of 0 people 
found the following review helpful. helpful to understand Muslim practices todayBy Nancy Zalusky Bergvery good 
and well written treatise on marriage, how property was held between men and women and impact of divorce. Really 
interesting read.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A World OpenedBy SuncatFor a subject that could 
well have been dry and lifeless, Yosef Rapoport has stepped beyond the academic to reveal a fascinating glimpse of a 
world rarely explored. His prose is readable and insights intriguing as he makes the world of Medieval Islamic society 
available and interesting both to the student and the casual reader. A fascinating read that bears rereading, this is not 
one that will make its trip to the bookshelf to be forgotten. It not only illuminates its own subject but throws a greater 
light on Islamic social history as a whole.

High rates of divorce, often taken to be a modern and western phenomenon, were also typical of medieval Islamic 
societies. By pitting these high rates of divorce against the Islamic ideal of marriage,Yossef Rapoport radically 
challenges usual assumptions about the legal inferiority of Muslim women and their economic dependence on men. He 
argues that marriages in late medieval Cairo, Damascus and Jerusalem had little in common with the patriarchal 
models advocated by jurists and moralists. The transmission of dowries, women's access to waged labour, and the 
strict separation of property between spouses made divorce easy and normative, initiated by wives as often as by their 
husbands. This carefully researched work of social history is interwoven with intimate accounts of individual medieval 
lives, making for a truly compelling read. It will be of interest to scholars of all disciplines concerned with the history 
of women and gender in Islam.

"Rapoport's important book certainly fills a necessary gap.... Marriage, Money, and Divorce in Medieval Islamic 
Society is undoubtedly necessary reading not only for those interested in Mamluk studies, but also for readers 
interested in the history of gender relations in Islamic society." - American Journal of Islamic Social Sciences"This 
small gem of a book is a major contribution to the social history of the medieval Middle East.... Based on a careful 
study of the literature on family history in the premodern Middle East and Europe, he skillfully formulates important 
research questions and devises ways to answer them. Not only are his conclusions brilliantly original, but also his 
method should serve as a model for future contributions to writing the social history of the premodern Middle East." - 
International Journal of Middle East Studies"This excellent book should be on the reading list of every course on 
medieval women's history, whether or not it explicitly strives for cross-cultural analysis.... The book is sophisticated 
enough in its arguments to provide meat for several graduate seminar discussions, but clear enough in its explanations 
to be accessible to advanced undergraduates. The inclusion of a glossary of technical terms further facilitates use by 
the non-specialist." - Medieval Feminist ForumAbout the AuthorYossef Rapoport is an associate member of the 
Faculty of Oriental Studies, University of Oxford. 


