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Matthew Restall : Maya Conquistador before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my
time, and al praised Maya Conquistador:

0 of 1 people found the following review helpful. good productBy Leannthis item was in good condition-as described.
It isnot an exciting read, i needed it for a class and dreaded every second of it.

Exploring firsthand accounts written by Maya nobles from the sixteenth through the nineteenth centuries-many of
them previously untranslated-Restall offers the first Maya account of the conquest. The story holds surprising twists:
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The conquistadors were not only Spaniards but also Mayas, reconstructing their own governance and society, and the
Spanish colonization of the Y ucatan was part of an ongoing pattern of adaptation and survival for centuries.

.com The Spanish conquest of the Maya homeland in southern Mexico and Central Mexico, writes historian Matthew
Restall, had three major episodes:. the arrival of reconnai ssance parties soon after Cortez's first landing in 1520, the
subsequent arrival of conquistadors and their newly subjugated Aztec allies, and finally, the arrival of Spanish
colonists. These episodes have been related in official Spanish documents. Now, with Restall's trandation of hitherto
unknown Maya codices, they are related through the eyes of the Maya themselves, who recount, for instance, the
advent of "Castilian men [who came] to ask for the way to Uloa, to the land where gold and plumage and cacao come
from." Such reversed-perspective documents abound in Aztec literature, but thisisthe first discovery of similar
accounts from the Maya, and it makes an important contribution to the ethnographic and historical literature. --
Gregory MacNameeFrom Publishers WeeklyThese cultural excursionsinto the "conflicted yet enamored history" of
Mexican American interchange sporadically catch fire, but more often they're too thinly researched and too dense with
theory to do more than set off sparks. It's not for lack of subject matter. Limon, a professor of English and
anthropology, is interested in how everything from the meteoric rises of Texas politicians Henry Cisneros and Ann
Richardsto the fiction of Cormac McCarthy speaks to a complicated history of border crossings and power palitics. In
the face of repeated Anglo romanticization of Mexico as sensual and fatalistic, he wonders, how can artists and
intellectuals on both sides of this divide present affirmative imagery? Limon finds answersin the fiction of Katherine
Anne Porter, such classic Westerns as High Noon and Southwestern kitsch as expressed in the ballad "El Paso," in
whose cross-cultural love affair he discerns "akind of victory for that culture and its people at a time when such
recognitions were few and far between.” Y et only his discussion of the career of pop singer Selena ("at a moment of
absolute perceived political failure," she provided "the only remaining possibility of freedom and triumph with
integrity") fully supports his arguments. Some readers will enjoy the author's theoretical play, but others will prefer an
interpretation capable of more than suggestion. Copyright 1998 Reed Business |nformation, Inc.From BooklistThe
prevalent understanding of the Spanish Conquest isthat of foreign conquerors summarily annihilating native
populations and usurping their culture. This collection of firsthand Mayan documents (late 1500s through early 1800s)
presents a different viewpoint and reveals a story of adaptation and survival. The Mayan viewpoint arises from an
identity that is based on strong allegiances of class, family, and community. Recounting the Spanish colonization of
the Y ucatan peninsula, these native writings reflect a perception not of a single event but of a cluster of foretold events
taking place within a concept of time that is cyclical rather than linear. The documents, including petitions to Spanish
officials, "primordial titles' promoting political and territorial interests of the community, and letters to the Spanish
king, were authored by Mayan noblemen who were both agents of colonial rule and also subject to it. Restall's careful
analysis and annotations are indispensable. Grace Fill



