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Ziauddin Sardar : Mecca: The Sacred City  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth 
my time, and all praised Mecca: The Sacred City: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Honest and interestingBy Andrea Maria dertaVery thorough and 
interesting, especially if you are familiar with the Middle East. I loved some descriptions and I loved the honesty of 
the author.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Four StarsBy CustomerGood one but face a bad 
experience with aramex courier services by which i have received it.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1620402661


Well researched facts, some almost hard to believeBy BostonSoxA very informative on the history of the region as it 
related to the specifics of Mecca, its rulers, and the tribal warfare surrounding it

Mecca is, for many, the heart of Islam. It is the birthplace of Muhammad, the direction to which Muslims turn when 
they pray, and the site of pilgrimage that annually draws some three million Muslims from all corners of the world. 
Yet the significance of Mecca is more than purely religious. What happens in Mecca and how Muslims think about the 
political and cultural history of Mecca has had and continues to have a profound influence on world events to this day. 
In this insighful book, Ziauddin Sardar unravels the meaning and significance of Mecca. Tracing its history, from its 
origins as a barren valley in the desert to its evolution as a trading town and sudden emergence as the religious center 
of a world empire, Sardar examines the religious struggles and rebellions in Mecca that have significantly shaped 
Muslim culture. An illuminative, lyrical, and witty blend of history, reportage, and memoir, Mecca reflects all that is 
profound and enlightening, curious and amusing about Mecca and takes us behind the closed doors to one of the most 
important places in the world today.

One of the best-known Muslim public intellectuals in the world today . . . A pioneering writer on Islam. The Guardian 
on Muhammad: All That MattersSardar is funny, self-deprecating and humble . . . One of the wittiest intellectual 
figures commenting on Islam. Islamic Voice on Muhammad: All That MattersBritain's own Muslim polymath. The 
IndependentAbout the AuthorZiauddin Sardar was born in Pakistan and grew up in Hackney, near London. A writer, 
broadcaster, and cultural critic, he is one of the world's foremost Muslim intellectuals and author of more than forty-
five books on Islam, science, and contemporary culture. He has been listed by Prospect magazine as one of Britain's 
top one hundred intellectuals. Currently he is visiting professor of postcolonial studies at City University; editor of 
Futures, a monthly journal on policy, planning, and futures studies; a columnist for the New Statesman; and a 
commissioner for the Equality and Human Rights Commission. He lives in London. 


