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Moses Hayyim Luzzatto : Mesillat Yesharim: The Path of the Upright  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mesillat Yesharim: The Path of the Upright: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Great book, not to be read like a novelBy Enerio Yochanan 
BENORINUGreat book, not to be read like a novel, could be used as a devotional, a book to be reference as a great 
resource for spiritual growth, I got more out of this book ever expected. It is definitely a book to be studied not just 
read.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Essential to understanding MussarBy Michael WeintraubThis is 
not an easy read, but Ramchal as explained by Rabbi Stone gives the fundamental underpinnings of Mussar. A must 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=082760856X


have for your Mussar library. Don't read late at night!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Inspiring and 
deepBy Elaine HamiltonFantastic book for a study group and includes original text

Thanks to this generous donor for making the publication of this book possible: The Lerman Family 
Foundation.Connecting the wisdom of tradition with contemporary spiritualityMesillat Yesharim is a classic of Jewish 
ethical literature. Written by one of the leading kabbalists of the late Middle Ages, it is also a window into the 
kabbalists understanding of the connection between ethics and mystical vision. Luzzatto, one of the great Hebrew 
stylists of his time, is acknowledged by some as the first writer of modern Hebrew; thus Mesillat Yesharim is also 
important for its place in Hebrew literature. This translation, published originally in 1936 by JPS, is a landmark in 
Jewish publishing. It made this Hebrew text finally available to English readers, and it gave us insights into the 
groundbreaking work that Kaplan did in orienting American Jews to the deep connection between ethical living and 
religious belief. It is no wonder that this book has become the centerpiece of the modern-day Mussar Movement, 
which inspires so many on their spiritual path. Rabbi Ira Stone, consummate teacher and stirring speaker, is a major 
force in the resurgence of the Mussar Movement. In his introduction, he presents Luzzatto and Mesillat Yesharim in 
their historical context, and gives us new insights into Kaplans emerging theology. Stone also explains the principles 
of reading that he uses in his commentary and teaching to make this medieval text so inspiring to readers today. This 
volume contains the original Kaplan translation, as well as those sections of the text that Kaplan omitted, along with 
Stones new commentary. The original Hebrew text is in the back of the book. 

"By republishing the classic (and, in fact, publishing the Stone commentary for the first time), JPS has resurrected one 
of Judaisms great books. This should be the first of a series. Thank you, JPS and Rabbi Stone."CJ Magazine 


