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The Abbasid Caliphate in the Early Ninth Century (Studies in Comparative Religion (Hardcover)):

Messianic Beliefs and Imperial Politicsin Medieval Islam analyzes the role of Muslim messianic and apocalyptic
beliefs in the development of the Abb?sid Caliphate to highlight connections between charismatic authority and
institutional developmentsin the early ninth century. Hayrettin Y cesoy studies the relationship between rulers and
religion to advance understanding of the eras political actions and, more specifically, to illustrate how messianic
beliefs influenced Abb?sid imperial politics and contributed to the reshaping of the caliphate under al-Mam?n (80933)
after adecade-long civil war. Y cesoy challenges traditional sociological views that marginalize messianic beliefs as
oppositional ideologies of disfranchised social classes to be used against the political establishment. Instead he finds a
mode of symbiosis between messianic beliefs, political reform, and imperial ambitions put in motion by al-Mam?ns
acute understanding of the sociopolitical and ideological context of histime. Y cesoy demonstrates how the caliphate
absorbed influences from the late antique world and Near Eastern cultures to fashion a prophetic vision that served to
undergird al-Mam?nsimperial aspirations. A comprehensive portrait of the caliph and his reign emerges from this
study as aresult. By drawing on records of Muslim and non-Muslim apocalyptic prophecies circulating among the
general public and educated elites alike, this study demonstrates the pertinence of messianic beliefs to medieval
Muslim politics and illustrates the manner in which the caliph responded and shaped societal concerns on three distinct
fronts: domestic fiscal and administrative reforms, an increase in missionary
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