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D. A. Brading : Mexican Phoenix: Our Lady of Guadalupe: Image and Tradition acr oss Five Centuries before
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and al praised Mexican Phoenix: Our Lady
of Guadalupe: Image and Tradition across Five Centuries:

3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. Comprehensive Look at a Sensitive SubjectBy T. A. StrandMexican


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0521801311

Phoenix: Our Lady of Guadalupe: Image and Tradition across Five CenturiesThose looking for athorough, researched
study of the Guadal upe phenomenon can be thankful for this work that traces how the famous apparition has been
viewed, and used, since the 16th century. Its objectivity is evident from the beginning where it is the initial
documentation, rather than the Juan Diego story that confronts the reader. Most books on the subject are highly
emotional, devotional or political. Thisoneisn't and is a healthy counterbalance.O of 0 people found the following
review helpful. Fascinating book - excellent serviceBy H. M. Thisis an immensely detailed and informative book on
the sources of the Virgin of Guadalupe and Nican Mopohua. It was delivered quickly and in perfect condition -- thank
you!'!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy MesaManThis is a fantastic book that exceeds my
expectations.

In 1999 Pope John Paul 11 proclaimed Our Lady of Guadal upe a patron saint of the Americas. According to oral
tradition and historical documents, in 1531 Mary appeared as a beautiful Aztec princess to Juan Diego, a poor Indian.
Speaking to him in his own language, she asked him to tell the bishop her name was La Virgen de Guadalupe and that
she wanted a church built on the mountain. During a second visit, the image of the Virgin miraculously appeared on
his cape. Through the centuries, the enigmatic power of thisimage has aroused such fervent devotion in Mexico that it
has served as the banner of the rebellion against Spanish rule and, despite skepticism and anticlericalism, still remains
a potent symbol of the modern nation. In Mexican Phoenix, David Brading traces the intellectual origins, the sudden
efflorescence, and the theology that has sustained the tradition of Our Lady of Guadalupe. Brading also documents the
interaction of religion and patriotism, and describes how the image has served as a banner both for independence and
for the Church in its struggle against the Liberal and revolutionary state. David Brading is Professor of Mexican
History at the University of Cambridge. He began his career at the University of California, Berkeley, and at Yae
University. He is also the author of Church and State in Bourbon Mexico (Cambridge, 1994), The First America
(Cambridge, 1991), and Miners and Merchants in Bourban Mexico, 1730-1810 (Cambridge, 1971). Hb ISBN (2001):
0-521-80131-1

"This brilliant and deeply researched book |ooks back at the interpretation of the image and the various roles it has
served throughout Mexican history...Brading has provided a remarkable insight into the continuities surrounding
religious practice, doctrine, and ceremony in Latin America." Foreign Affairs'a supremely important book and one
that is due to take its place among the standard treatments of Guadalupe. [Brading] casts his net over awider field, and
as aresult his book is more comprehensive than other recent works. Also [Brading] deals skillfully with theological
and religious matters, terraincognitafor most contemporary historians.” Catholic Historical "Mexican Phoenix is
incomparably the most complete and reliable study to have appeared on the Guadal upe tradition hitherto."
Religion"Thisisawork of impressive scholarship.... It makes a valuable contribution to the study of modern Mexican
culture and religion.... Thisisavery valuable and highly recommended book." Catholic Library World"Thisis
undoubtedly the best work yet to appear on the socio-historical meaning of the devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe.
The excellence of the writing style, the academic skill of the author to summarize and interpret previous scholarship,
and even the quality of the paper used along with judiciously selected illustrations all serve to make this a superior
publication. Catholic Books "Brading tells the story engagingly... the book is...a useful reference work on the history
of thisimportant devotion." Louise M. Burkhart, The Americas"...Brading provides a comprehensive analysis of the
development of the Guadalupe cult... Mexican Phoenix is an important reference for anyone who wants to understand
the Guadalupe cult within the context of Mexican history." VernicaA. Gutirrez, Crisis Magazine'Exquisite." National
Catholic Reporter"Brading's treatment is informative, original and interestingly laid out. His book has a compellingly-
realized dramatic structure which makes the reader want to know 'how the story comes out', while the discussion of
abstruse pointsin theology and intellectual history isenlivened by gripping and often sympathetic biographical
portraits, by deep readings of canonical texts, and by a mastery of comtemporary debates. It makes avital contribution
to the study of modern Mexican culture and religious life." Eric Van Young, University of California'Thisis
undoubtedly the best work yet to appear on the socio-historical meaning of the devotion to Our Lady of Guadalupe.
The excellence of the writing style, the academic skill of the author to summarize and interpret previous scholarship,
and even the quality of the paper used along with judiciously selected illustrations al serve to make this a superior
publication. Catholic Books About the AuthorDavid Brading is Professor of Mexican History, University of
Cambridge.



