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Guilhelm Olivier : Mockeries and Metamorphoses of an Aztec God: Tezcatlipoca, `Lord of the Smoking 
Mirror' (Mesoamerican Worlds)  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, 
and all praised Mockeries and Metamorphoses of an Aztec God: Tezcatlipoca, `Lord of the Smoking Mirror' 
(Mesoamerican Worlds): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. I agreeBy PetitgarsA wonderful book, thoroughly researched and 
well documented.Aztec gods were a great mix of varied aspects, iterations and manifestations but none of this has 
been detailed and as well documented as this study on Tezcatlipoca. It is a joy to read, and re read.The research 
involved is staggering.Sr Olivier has made a major contribution to the study of Mesoamerican religious life with this 
work.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Darciea great gift3 of 5 people found the 
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following review helpful. Prehispanic MexicoBy Ethelia Ruiz MedranoA great book, it es the best monography about 
aztec gods

Neglected by scholars in favour of his great rival Quetzalcoatl, Tezcatlipoca is among the most enigmatic of the Aztec 
gods. A large amount of documentary, iconographic and archaeological evidence survives for this powerful avenging 
figure. In this substantial study, now translated into English, Olivier draws on this rich body of evidence to discuss the 
symbolism associated with the god, his names and representations, his role in the fall of the kingdom of Tollan, his 
temple, priests and rituals.

"An extraordinarily thorough and meticulous analysis of one of the principal gods of the Aztec pantheon. . . . The book 
will stand as a major contribution to our understanding of Mesoamerican religion."Journal of Latin American 
Anthropology 


