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JuliaMannherz: Modern Occultism in Late Imperial Russia before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not
it would be worth my time, and all praised Modern Occultism in Late Imperial Russia

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A Well-Sourced InvestigationBy Gerald HawkinsAn impressive,
thoughtful, well-sourced investigation of the role of occultism in late 19th (and very early 20th Century Russia). |
found this book while researching at alibrary and after skimming through it for a few minutes realized that | must
have my own copy to read and highlight!
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Modern Occultism in Late Imperial Russia traces the history of occult thought and practice from its originsin private
salonsto its popularity in turn-of-the-century mass culture. In lucid prose, Julia Mannherz examines the ferocious
public debates of the 1870s on higher dimensional mathematics and the workings of sance phenomena, discusses the
world of cheap instruction manuals and popular occult journals, and looks at haunted houses, which brought together
the rural settings and the urban masses that obsessed over them. In addition, Mannherz looks at reactions of Russian
Orthodox theologians to the occult.In spite of its prominence, the role of the occult in turn-of-the-century Russian
culture has been largely ignored, if not actively written out of histories of the modern state. For specialists and students
of Russian history, culture, and science, as well as those generally interested in the occult, Mannherzs fascinating
study remedies this gap and returns the occult to its rightful place in the popular imagination of late nineteenth- and
early twentieth-century Russian society.

A valuable contribution to the history of modern European occultism and Russian culture that doubtless will inspire
further research in thisfield. The Journal of Modern History



