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Tor Andrae: Mohammed: The Man and His Faith before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be
worth my time, and all praised Mohammed: The Man and His Faith:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. thisis an important book to understanding the influence of
Christianity on IslamBy John M. BeasleyVery few books in English discuss the influence of Christianity on the
formation of Islam. But, Islam formed within a Christian world. It was also formed on the edges of the Christian world
where the Christian heretics were exiled who would not profess the Nicene Creed were exiled into the desert. Tor
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Andrae wrote a number of books on the influence of Christianity on Islam, but most of them have not been transated
into English. Most are in German or Swedish.3 of 10 people found the following review helpful. fundamental
nonografaBy Jose Silva AnguitaDentro de |a literatura existente respecto de Mahoma, la monografade Tor Andrae es
fundamental, pues es, junto con la de Dermenghem, particularmente interesante para estudiar lareligiosidad inherente
alaevocacin del Profeta por los musulmanes. Un libro que permite el acercamiento del lector alaviday obradel
profetadel islamismo.8 of 24 people found the following review helpful. Let's not get bewitched by our language.By
Grand Sen~orThis book isatypical Orientalist account of the Life the Messenger and the Revealed Message of the
God. Orientalists still cannot comprehend that without the previously revealed Messages of the God we wouldn't
understand the Quran at all. Aslong as they cannot see the Quran in the context of other revealed strciptures and base
their accounts on the assumption that the Quran is composed by Muhammed (pinching ideas from Christians and Jews
jumbling them with some of his own as the time goes by according to the needs of his society and his sexual desires), |
don't think they can understand the importance of this message. therefore their efforts amounts to naught and waste of
time.After this prelude | am not going to criticize every single paragraph of Tor Andrae but | will criticize his account
of the concept "will" in the Quran, because;L .Wittgenstein said: "If you understand the workings of will in alanguage,
then you understand the language." Tor quotes three verses from the Quran where the word "will" is used and on one of
them he replaces this word with "pleased"” to prepare it for his coming criticism, hereit is:"Had we pleased, we had
certainly given to every soul his guidance." (32,13)However the true wording of the sentenceis."Had we willed, we
had certainly given to every soul his guidance." Then Tor jumps from this to a capricious God reflected on the
character of Muhammed;-)Also with his quotation "...No soul shall believe but by the permission of Allah..." he
confuses the will of Allah to work out a contradiction with his predestination concept. If some issueis|eft to
permission then how can one reduce it to predestination?Before attempting to look for contradictionsin the revealed
words of the God one should have good grip of those concepts how they are employed in the Quran - namely concept
“will" and "permission”.Those words are employed within hundreds of versesin the Quran to give us a solid
understanding of their use.Tor wrote this book in late 1920s, today we know more philosophy not to confuse concepts
like"will", "permission” and "pleased” so that we don't get bewitched by our language not to be able to distinguish the
revealed words of the God from the words of human-beings and Satan. If we are incapable to make this distinction
then we have a serious problem with our language.

Long considered an essential survey of the origins, tenets, and substance of I1slam, this biographical classic conveysa
deep understanding of the Prophet and hisfaith. "Even today, after a period of development of thirteen centuries,"”
author Tor Andrae notes, "one may clearly discern in genuine Islamic piety the uniqueness which is ultimately derived
from its founder's personal experience of God." Andrae's fascinating profile of Mohammed's life and times
encompasses the rich diversity of the Prophet's influence, exploring not only hisimpact on religion and history but
also his political and social relevance.Beginning with an overview of Arabiain the sixth century, Andrae chronicles
Mohammed's youth and the circumstances surrounding his prophetic call, offering a cogent analysis of hisreligious
message and doctrine of revelation. The author discusses the conflicts surrounding the Prophet's early preachings that
culminated in his flight from Meccato Medina, where his leadership duties expanded to include the roles of politician,
ruler, and military commander. In conclusion, an evaluation of Mohammed's personality offers insightsinto the
everyday conduct that has served as a model to succeeding generations of Muslims.Comprehensive in scope and even-
handed in perspective, thisis one of the finest volumes available in English about I1slam. Mohammed: The Man and
His Faith is essential reading for students of religion, and its inspiring examination of Mohammed's deep piety and the
power and spiritual energy of hisreligion will enthrall readers who are well versed in Islam as well as those unfamiliar
with the Prophet's life and teachings.
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