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Maria Lopez Vigil : Monsenor Romero: Memories in Mosaic  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Monsenor Romero: Memories in Mosaic: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Sanctity, up closeBy Jean E. PouliotArchbishop Oscar Romero 
comes to life as never before in this wonderful set of memories of his life and martyrdom. Edited and collated by 
Maria Lopez Vigil, Romero's coworkers, fellow priests and friends tell stories that add up to a portrait of a man who 
tried to make the gospels a tangible reality. Snippets of Romero's homilies and diary entries add his own voice to the 
mix.Romero was thrust into a position of leadership in the late 1970s, during the turbulent and violent El Salvadoran 
civil war. The book makes it clear that he started not from a position of radicalism, but from the same blinkered, knee-
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jerk anti-communism that was the stock in trade of his brother bishops. The difference between him and the others, 
however, was that Romero had the capacity to learn from the real lives of his people. His episcopal brothers were 
satisfied with lives of "holiness," separated from their flocks, oblivious to their troubles and uninterested in their 
corporal well being.Romero was radicalized by the death of his friend, Father Rutilio Grande, who was gunned down 
by Salvadoran military men. His death was one of countless thousands that epitomized the mindless slaughter of 
civilians by a military pledged to protect the interests of a few wealthy landholding families. Grande's funeral was one 
of many military murders that Romero presided over.Romero is shown as a man of the people, sacrificing comfort and 
sleep to celebrate Mass in far-flung, hard-to-access villages. He preferred the company of old campesinos to rounds of 
meetings with his fellow bishops. He even worked out a system of pretexts with one of his parishioners to get him out 
of dull meetings. His homilies were broadcast on the archdiocesan radio station, and listened to by the entire country, 
including hopeful peasants as well as ill-intentioned military men. He was adored by the ordinary and the poor as 
much as he was reviled by the rich families. That went doubly for the wealthy matrons, who were interested in helping 
those less fortunate as long as their place of privilege was never threatened. His battles with the Vatican hierarchy 
were most disheartening. Even Pope John Paul II couldn't understand his fierce defense of the gospel, as viewed 
through the lives of the suffering of El Salvador. In the end, Oscar Romero was forced to tread his Via Dolorosa alone 
except for his enemies, as are most of the world's great martyrs.I couldn't help but think back to the wonderful Paulist 
film made about Romero's life. That Romero was timid and quiet, though capable of bold words and deeds. The 
Romero of Memories, by contract, is passionate, wildly generous and full of fire. He gets irritated, he sweats in the 
heat, he lashes out in anger at his stubborn subordinates. But he also loves greatly, and is humble to the point of 
apologizing to those he has hurt.There is no question that Romero could have lived a longer life had he tempered his 
critiques of the Salvadoran government and of their US backers. But politics was not his strong suit. He saw suffering 
in front of him and demanded that it end. He saw the wretched lives of the poor and demanded that they be succored. 
He saw thousands of dead and demanded that they be honored and buried.Truth be told, some passages from that 
could easily be taken as coming from a man who had crossed the line into radicalism."As for the left, I don't call them 
leftist forces, I call them forces of the people. Their violence is likely to be the result of rage that people feel from 
having confronted so much social injustice....We can't say that there is a formula for moving from capitalism to 
socialism, if you want to call it socialism, well that's just a name. What we are looking for is social justice, a kinder 
society, a sharing of resources." You don't have to be a rabid anti-communist to hear what might have come from a 
rebel's mouth.Perhaps this is a lesson for us who have grown up on tales of tepid saints sanctified for helping the poor. 
Perhaps their struggle was no less harrowing than that of Oscar Romero. Perhaps the gentle holy men and women who 
clothed the naked and fed the hungry were not so gentle after all. Or perhaps they played it safe by tended to the 
outcast without challenging the societal structures that required poverty as a side effect.Memories shows that Oscar 
Romero, like Jesus, chose another path: to point the holy finger of blame at the economic structures that breed poverty. 
He made a career of living the words of Dom Hlder Pessoa Cmara , who said famously, "When I give food to the poor, 
they call me a saint. When I ask why they are poor, they call me a communist." Memories in Mosaic shows how one 
man came to embody Camara's words and paid for his commitment with his blood. His sanctity was not one of quiet 
piety but of an active, almost violent clash of the gospel against the world. That the world struck back with fury is no 
surprise. Neither is it surprising that Romero's death is fated to overcome that fury.0 of 0 people found the following 
review helpful. Powerful yet challenging to read actual notes and letters and ...By David B. GoehnerPowerful yet 
challenging to read actual notes and letters and such by folk who knew and/or were inspired by Oscar Romero, 
particularly as you know the further you get in the book the closer you are getting to his being martyred. This is an 
outstanding and compelling read.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Romero - now on his way to we 
cognition as a saint of our time!By Michael J. GallagherRomero - now on his way to recognition as a saint of our time! 
This collection of personal memories of Monsenor Romero captures the essence of his personal - and very real 
commitment to our responsibilities to live the teachings of Christ, with all we live with in our world.

Oscar Romero: Memories in Mosaic is a collectively painted portrait of El Salvador s most beloved pastor, who took 
his place in history as a voice for the poor in the turbulent times leading up to El Salvador s civil war, and ultimately 
offered the sacrifice of his life. Anecdotes gathered in hundreds of hours of interviews with peasants, friends, 
theologians and pastoral associates compose the colorful pieces of this biographical mosaic. Together, they describe 
the archbishop in three dimensions--not as the legendary hero, or the distant saint and martyr, but as a human being 
with doubts and frailties who found the courage to listen to others, examine his beliefs, and step forward into a role 
that only he could play.

Maria Lopez Vigil has blessed us with a new and radical form of hagiography; a portrait of Monsenor Oscar Romero 
assembled by many hands: a mosaic composed of radiant chips of memory, precisely retrieved. Here we may listen to 
the voices silenced in the past, and what they offer is a symphony of testimony to the life of one who struggled among 
us toward heaven and a new earth. --Carolyn ForcheAbout the AuthorMara Lpez Vigil was born in Cuba and has 



worked in Nicaragua since 1981. She is the editor of Envio, a magazine of information and analysis about Central 
America, published by the Jesuit University of Central America in Managua. With her brother Jos Ignacio Lpez Vigil 
she produced a popular radio show depicting the life of Jesus: Un Tal Jesus, which was published as Just Jesus. She is 
also the author of Don Lito of El Salvador (Orbis). 


