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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Personal and historicalBy Patricia L BossI would recommend this 
book to any reader of any religion.The dialogue is presented in universal language. Mr. Gorbachev and Mr. Ikeda 
witnessed first hand the murder and destruction of WWII. They also aptly describe the effects of authoritarian 
governments on people's personal lives. These men are well educated and can offer insightful lessons based on their 
life experience.4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Moral lessons of the 20th CenturyBy Kristy A. 
LittlefieldMoral Lessons of the Twentieth Century: Gorbachev and Ikeda on Buddhism and Communism (Echoes and 
Reflections)This is an amazing exchange between two great men and how even though they came from different 
backgrounds, they share so much in common. It also shows how important it is that we talk to each other with open 
minds and find the common ground that connects us rather than the differences that separate us.I would recommend 
this to anyone who would like to see into the hearts of two World Leaders.0 of 0 people found the following review 
helpful. Five StarsBy yukiko o.Very useful information to improve our daily life.

Mikhail Gorbachev and Daisaku Ikeda are contemporaries raised in different cultures: Gorbachev is a statesman 
influenced by Marx and communist politics while Ikeda is a Buddhist inspired by the thirteenth century Japanese sage, 
Nichiren. This book is a result of a series of conversations between these two men. Together they explore their 
experiences of life amidst the turmoil of the twentieth century and together they search for a common ethical basis for 
future development. They conclude that values are born of culture and that peace, progress and social justice can only 
be achieved through sincere communication and cultural exchange. 

About the AuthorMikhail Gorbachev, the former General Secretary of the Soviet Communist Party and the last 
President of the Soviet Union, was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize in 1990 for his diplomacy leading to the end of the 
Cold War. Daisaku Ikeda is the spiritual leader of Soka Gakkai International, and the author of over 80 books on 
Buddhist themes. 


