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Sam D. Gill : Mother Earth: An American Story (American Story (Paperback)) before purchasing it in order to
gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Mother Earth: An American Story (American Story
(Paperback)):

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Talk about myth-busting . . .By William L. DockerySam Gill's book
takes an in-depth look at notions of Mother Earth as a crucial element in Native American theology. He finds evidence


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0226293726

of myth-building that has more to do with self-serving Euro/American romanticism than authentic native culture. A
very persuasive book graced with solid scholarship. I'm sureit didn't make him very popular in some circles.

"The earth is my mother, and on her bosom | shall repose." Attributed to Tecumseh in the early 1800s, this statement is
frequently cited to uphold the view, long and widely proclaimed in scholarly and popular literature, that Mother Earth
isan ancient and central Native American figure. In thisradical and comprehensive rethinking, Sam D. Gill traces the
evolution of female earth imagery in North America from the sixteenth century to the present and reveals how the
evolution of the current Mother Earth figure was influenced by prevailing European-American imagery of America
and the Indians as well as by the rapidly changing Indian identity.Gill also analyzes the influential role of scholarsin
creating and establishing the imagery that underlay the recent origins of Mother Earth and, upon reflection, he raises
serious questions about the nature of scholarship."Mother Earth might be modern, stressing the supposed biological
ground of native life and its rich mythic tradition, but it hardly frees the native people from their long, lamentable
involvement with the white man. For making this point clear, Gill deserves high praise."Bernard W. Sheehan, Journal
of the American Academy of Religion”In one of the finest studies of recent years we have an ambitious attempt to
satisfy scholar, Native American, popular reader, and truth." Thomas M cElwain, Western Folklore

From Publishers WeeklyGill asserts that the allegedly ancient concept of ““Mother Earth" evolved fairly recently
through pioneers imagery of America, scholarly interpretations of Native American earth goddesses and Indians
creative reactions to white settlers' perceptions. (Sept.)no pw revCopyright 1991 Cahners Business Information,
Inc.From the Back CoverAttributed to Tecumseh in the early 1800s, this statement is frequently cited to uphold the
view, long and widely proclaimed in scholarly and popular literature, that Mother Earth is an ancient and central
Native American Figure. In thisradical and comprehensive rethinking, Sam D. Gill traces the evolution of female
earth imagery in North America from the sixteenth century to the present and reveals how the evolution of the current
Mother Earth figure was influenced by prevailing European-American imagery of Americaand the Indians as well as
by the rapidly changing Indian identity.About the AuthorSam D. Gill is professor of religious studies at the University
of Colorado. Heis the author of Native American Religions, Beyond "The Primitive," Native American Religious
Action, and severa other books on Native American religions.



