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1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Get the collectible edition if you can - this one should hold a place 
on your shelf.By Gary JohnsonOver 30 years after its initial publication, F.E. Peters' scholarship remains impressive in 
his Muhammad and the Origins of Islam. I have read dozens of biographies and orientalist works on the subject. Peters 
seems to have one hand in the Oriental camp and another in the Revisionist school of thought. He walks the fence and 
rises above both.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Very Well Written --By Judy Azar LeBlancI really 
enjoyed the writing of the book as it made me grasp a clearer understanding of Islam from a historical point of view.20 
of 31 people found the following review helpful. A Life of Prophet MohammedBy Muzaffer MuctehitzadeOne of the 
best books about Prophet Mohammed (PBH), his life and religion of God. Author provides first a good history of 
Arabia prior to birth of Prophet where you get a good understanding of the environment, there are a lot of references to 
old greek, persian and Byzantium historians. Than mostly relying on Ibn Ishak's "Life of Mohammed" the birth and 
life of Mohammed is written. There are few references to Hadiths that may not necessarily be sahih or reliable but 
considering that they are muslim sources, author seems to take them as they are. I found this book written very nicely, 
all key events are described with quotations from the original sources and time to time author makes interpretations or 
value judgments. I found the ancient history of arabia very useful, provides you perspective and who is who type of 
information.

An inquiry into the religious environment of the person Muslims hail as the "Envoy of God" and an attempt to trace 
his progress along the path from paganism to that distinctive form of monotheism called Islam."Peters writes very 
well. The scholarship is excellent, and the book fills a gap in the available material. There are several lives of the 
Prophet, but none that does what this one does. Most are written to prove a particular thesis about the nature of the 
Prophet's career. This one simply puts down what can be known with any certainty about the career of Muhammad 
from the point of view of the contemporary secular historian."-- William C. Chittick"This book will become a major 
point of reference for years to come." -- Said Amir Arjomand


