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researcherTezcur's book isagood introduction to the basic elements of moderate Muslim political movements. His
personal research in Iran and Turkey has resulted in awealth of information based on public opinion, interviews,
electoral results, local publications and demographic data. He addresses the historical development of two moderate
Muslim reform movements while including an analysis of recent political dynamicsin the two countries. Both the
Justice and Development Party of Turkey and the Reform Front (initially led by President Khatami) in Iran, are
currently important political players. By framing these two movements within the greater research tradition on religion
and democracy Tezcur addresses their development, goals, success and failures. For those interested in understanding
political Islam on the ground, this book isamust read.

M oderation theory describes the process through which radical political actors develop commitmentsto electoral
competition, political pluralism, human rights, and rule of law and come to prefer negotiation, reconciliation, and
electoral politics over provocation, confrontation, and contentious action. Revisiting this theory through an
examination of two of the most prominent moderate Islamic political forces in recent history, Muslim Reformersin
Iran and Turkey analyzes the gains made and methods implemented by the Reform Front in the Islamic Republic of
Iran and the Justice and Development Party in Turkey.Both of these groups represent Muslim reformers who came
into continual conflict with unelected adversaries who attempted to block their reformist agendas. Based on extensive
field research in both locales, Muslim Reformersin Iran and Turkey argues that behavioral moderation as practiced by
these groups may actually inhibit democratic progress. Political scientist Gne Murat Tezcr observes that the ability to
implement conciliatory tactics, organize electoral parties, and make political compromises impeded democracy when
pursued by the Reform Front and the Justice and Development Party. Challenging conventional wisdom, Tezcr's
findings have broad implications for the dynamics of democratic progress.

"[T]he ability of Tezcr's book to present clearly and effectively awealth of information on moderation theory and the
contemporary history of Iran and Turkey make it an ideal addition to the syllabi of classes on democratization in the
Middle East. Beyond the classroom, it will appeal to the general reader interested in Middle Eastern politics."--Dariush
Zahedi,International Journal of Middle East Studies, 2012." The book is a valuable addition to the literature on recent
Middle East politics that iswritten in crisp and lucid style accessible to those interested in contemporary political
science theory aswell as to researchers on democratization, contemporary Middle East studies, and in particular
current developmentsin Iran and Turkey."--Marcia Hermansen,Insight Turkey" Tezcur produced a scholarly work with
a sound theoretical background and qualitative as well as quantitative methodology, which entails ethnographic
observations, interviews and electoral results. Overall, this book is a useful and informative guide for those who are
interested in the evolution and moderation of the Islamist politicsin Iran and Turkey."--Sena Karasipahi,Middle East
Journal"Tezcr ison very contemporary, but contentious grounds, as well as atest of time, for hisinsight could not be
more relevant... [T]his book provides awell-informed and theoretical analysis of the history of Muslim reformismin
Iran and Turkey. Without doubt, it isamust-read for all who share interest in moderation theory in general and
political Islam in particular.”--Ramazan Hakki Oztan,Digest of Middle East Studies' There is certainly aneed for more
comparative studies of political Islam within this context; this book is a useful resource for those who are interested in
recent developmentsin Islamic political movementsin Iran and Turkey."--Ali Mirsepassi,Iranian StudiesFrom the
Back Cover"Seen from the perspective of even a decade ago, moderate Muslim reformists seemed to be gaining
ground in both Turkey and Iran, as these countries emerged from long decades of top-down imposed secularism. In
sensitive and compelling prose, Tezer assesses the different and not entirely predictable paths that these two countries
have taken and suggests the different paths that Muslim reforms can take--and the obstacles they face."--Dale F.
Eickelman, Dartmouth College"Muslim Reformersin Iran and Turkeycombines theoretical innovation with
considerable new empirical material, presenting both through a comparative case study that initially seems an unlikely
comparison. Tezcr argues that | slamist groups may indeed become more moderate through political inclusion, but this
may have surprising consequences for the larger project of advancing democratization. This critical intervention into
the expanding debates about inclusion and moderation will be widely cited and debated by scholars and
policymakers."--Jillian Schwedler, University of Massachusetts-Amherst, author of Faith in Moderation: |slamist
Parties in Jordan and Y emenAbout the AuthorGNE MURAT TEZCR isthe Jalal Talabany Chair of Kurdish Political
Studies at the University of Central Florida.



