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Jerald F. Dirks : Muslims in American History: A Forgotten Legacy  before purchasing it in order to gage whether 
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Muslims in American History: A Forgotten Legacy: 

4 of 4 people found the following review helpful. Explore the lost historyBy Mad Dog ChowdhuryReally great book, 
gives you a lot of insight on how Muslims came to the Americas, before the Europeans. The book is very detailed on 
story of the explorers, and African slave who were brought here. I would recommend for everyone to read this.2 of 2 
people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy Nadim BashirI love this book. Extremely Informative.10 of 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1590080440


12 people found the following review helpful. MuslimsBy Robert G. ShaverMuslims in American History, Jerald 
DirksI found this book interesting about Muslims in America before Columbus. But considering the knowledge of the 
Muslim at the time I can believe their early arrival after all Europe was in the dark ages while the Muslim Countries 
were studding Greek and Ottoman concepts. I was un- aware that most West Africans were of the Muslim faith and 
most black slaves were exported form that area. But again the Moors controlled Spain and North Africa before 
Columbus so it seems plausible. Another in-site was that Muhammad and Christ are considered prophets, Mohammad 
being the last. The Koran talks about Jesus Christ (phuh) and considers him a man of Allah (God) in the same sense as 
Adam is considered the first man. This has prompted a renewed interest in religion that I intend to peruse.

Muslims in American History: A Forgotten Legacy confronts the prevalent myth that Islam in America is a relatively 
recent phenomenon. In reality, there is a centuries long history of the Muslim presence in America, which is all too 
often overlooked or misidentified. Written documentation, linguistic evidence, and reports of early Spanish explorers 
of the New World suggest Muslim contact with the Americas prior to Columbus. Muslims and Moriscos sailed with 
Columbus and were part of many of the Spanish explorations of the New World. Muslims comprised a significant 
percentage of the enslaved Africans who were brought to the Americas, and many Islamic residuals have found their 
way into contemporary African-American life and culture. At least one Muslim fought for American independence 
during the Revolutionary War, and many other Muslims were prepared to fight to keep American independence during 
the War of 1812. Another prominent Muslim was part of the taming! of the Wild West. Beginning in the late 19th 
century, successive waves of Muslim immigrants enriched America, and the phenomenon of Americans converting to 
Islam became increasingly widespread. In reviewing this history, the author presents a series of brief biographies of 
individual Muslims to illustrate the Muslim presence at each stage in American history. These biographies provide 
valuable role models with which Muslim youth in America can identify as they search for their identities as both 
Americans and Muslims.

About the AuthorDr. Jerald F. Dirks holds A.B. and M.Div. degrees from Harvard University and an M.A. and Psy.D. 
from the University of Denver. He is the author of The Cross and the Crescent, AbrahamThe Friend of God, 
Understanding IslamA Guide for the Judaeo-Christian Reader, and The Abrahamic FaithsJudaism, Christianity, and 
Islam. Dr. Dirks has lectured widely throughout the United States and Canada on comparative religion and has been 
interviewed about Islam by several American newspapers and by American, Canadian, and Arabic television stations. 


