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Mohammed Arkoun : Rethinking Islam: Common Questions, Uncommon Answers  before purchasing it in order 
to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Rethinking Islam: Common Questions, Uncommon 
Answers: 

9 of 9 people found the following review helpful. Simple yet academicBy Nauman KhanI believe this book is an 
excellent resource for anyone either familiar or unfamiliar with the discourse of Islam and its basic tenets. What makes 
it special is the 'fresh' and 'scientific' approach that Arkoun seeks to encourage for the study of Islam. As the book 
prgresses not only does the reader learn about Islam but is also forced to rethink their existing notions. Arkoun 
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however suggests no solutions to the ills that he finds in Islamic thought. The best he can do is suggest his 
methodology and express full confidence that if followed, his suggested 'scientific' approach will lead to great 
conclusions from Muslim thinkers. In this sense the reader is left hanging. However, most modern dilemmas often 
cannot be solved in one big swoop and it would be somewhat unfair for us to expect that Arkoun should in one book, 
not only explain Islam, identify contentious issues and provide new methodologies but on top of that present new 
solutions as well. I think Arkoun still deserves credit for all that he still accomplishes within this book.6 of 8 people 
found the following review helpful. A post-modern interpretation of IslamBy berez qadiro hunzaiIn the context of a 
new reassertion and emergence of anti-intellectual fundamentalist groups within the fringes of Islamic thought who 
detest archival research and historical interpretation of Islam, Mouhammed Arkoun's contribution in seeking a new 
interpretation of Islam is a great achievement. Western orientalists and media-establishments have projected a badly 
tarnished image of Islam, essentially for their own objectives of demeaning and subjugating underdeveloped societies 
of the Islamic world. Powerful western governments have created a dangerous "other" in the form of Islam, which 
would destroy such universalist western values as democracy, liberalism and individualism. In fact, Islam is not a 
monolithic religion; rather it is a remarkable mosaic of diverse interpretations. Islamic societies do not comprise a 
unified system to pose a military, economic, political or even ideological threat to the west. So the need of the hour is 
to understand Islam in its totality both by the West and the Muslims themselves to seek a solution thata is not based on 
a zero-sum outcome. Arkoun's ideas precisely fill this need. Muslims need a rethinking of their faith, based on 
rationality and reason not on dogma, in order to create a progressive, modern Islamic world.2 of 25 people found the 
following review helpful. We have to re-thingking the concept of the religionBy A CustomerThe Religion as the social 
concept and Transendental one, is probably discussed in the future. The Discussion is prefer use many disciplines and 
methodes, becaouse by this one, the re-thingking of the religion, especially Islam in this case, is merely quite right. 
Arkoun, although He was not the first man who preparing this concept of re-discus of religion, but He Was Gave the 
New paradigm of methodology.

A Berber from the mountainous region of Algeria, Mohammed Arkoun is an internationally renowned scholar of 
Islamic thought. In this book, he advocates a conception of Islam as a stream of experience encompassing majorities 
and minorities, Sunni and Shi'a, popular mystics and erudite scholars, ancient heroes and modern critics. A product of 
Islamic culture, Arkoun nonetheless disagrees with the Islamic establishment and militant Islamist groups; as a student 
of twentieth-century social science in the West and an admirer of liberalism, he self-consciously distances himself 
from Western Orientalists and Western conceptions of liberalism.This bookthe first of Arkoun's works to be widely 
available in Englishpresents his responses to twenty-four deceptively simple questions, including: Can one speak of a 
scientific understanding of Islam in the West or must one rather talk about the Western way of imagining Islam? What 
do the words Islam, Muslim, and Qur'an mean? What is meant by revelation and tradition''? What did Islam retain 
from the previously revealed religionsJudaism and Christianity? What did it retain from the religions and customs of 
pre-Islamic Arabia? In answering these and other questions, Arkoun provides an introduction to one of the world's 
great religions and offers a biting, radical critique of Islamology as it has been practiced in both East and West.This is 
a book for the beginning student of Islam and for the general reader uneasy with media images of Islam as a 
monolithic, anti-Western, violence-prone religion. It is also a book for specialists seeking an entr into Arkoun's 
methhodologyhis efforts toapply contemporary thinking about anthropology, philosophy, semiotics, history, and 
sociology to the Islamic tradition and its relationship to the West. It is a book for anyone concerned about the identity 
crisis that has left many Muslims estranged from both a modernity imposed upon them and a tradition subverted for 
nationalist and Islamist purposes.

From Library JournalThe Judeo-Christian West and the Muslim East, Arkoun says, must begin a truly constructive 
discourse based on mutual respect instead of indulging in nationalist politics and fundamentalist polemic. On the basis 
of similar religious teachings, for instance, Arkoun invites us to create a joint theology of divine Revelation and the 
Word of God. Moreover, a common contemplative tradition already exists on which to build a shared spirituality. A 
partisan of liberal thought, Arkoun criticizes politicians who use religion for state goals, as well as religious leaders 
who seek political power. This insightful work is full of useful suggestions for opening intellectual discussions 
between the West and the Muslim world. Arkoun expects his readers to be conversant with religion, intellectual 
history, and European philosophy. Recommended for academic libraries.James F. DeRoche, Alexandria, Va.Copyright 
1994 Reed Business Information, Inc.Language NotesText: English (translation) Original Language: FrenchAbout the 
AuthorMohammed Arkoun is professor emeritus of Islamic thought at the Sorbonne. Robert D. Lee is professor of 
political science at Colorado College. Mohammed Arkoun is professor emeritus of Islamic thought at the Sorbonne. 
Robert D. Lee is professor of political science at Colorado College. 


