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Victor Turner : Revelation and Divination in Ndembu Ritual (Symbol, Myth, and Ritual)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Revelation and Divination in Ndembu Ritual 
(Symbol, Myth, and Ritual): 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. It is good.By Akoa KofiI guess emerging scholars have to read this 
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book before Turner's later books. It is good.

The core of this book is a complete description of two important Ndembu rituals of affliction (Chihamba and 
Kayong'u), and an analysis of the system of ideas underlying more than a dozen modes of divination. Written by an 
internationally-known social scientist, the book demonstrates how the study of small-scale events may reveal as much 
about what it means to be a human being in society as do grand macrosocial and macrocultural surveys.Drawing on 
two and a half years of fieldwork, Victor Turner offers two thorough ethnographic studies of Ndembu revelatory ritual 
and divinatory techniques, with running commentaries on symbolism by a variety of Ndembu informants. Striking a 
personal note in the introductory chapter, Turner acknowledges his indebtedness to Ndembu ritualists for alerting him 
to the theoretical relevance of symbolic action in understanding human societies. He believes that ritual symbols, like 
botanists' stains, enable us to detect and trace the movement of social processes and relationships that often lie below 
the level of direct observation.


