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James DeFronzo : Revolutions and Revolutionary Movements  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not 
it would be worth my time, and all praised Revolutions and Revolutionary Movements: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. A Great Text on which to build!By David Ortiz Jr.I have used this 
book for a few years through two or three editions. It is one of the very few books that put revolutions in a 
comparative and historical context. It does not cover every revolution, but all of the major ones are there. It does not 
cover all of the theories about who revolutions get started, but the main concepts from the major theorists of 
revolutions are there. In short, it doesn't cover everything in this broad and fluid field of study, but it does what it does 
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very well. My students find it accessible, easy to follow, and informative. It would take several books to do what this 
one does in one volume. Occasionally, the book is too general and slips into social science jargon, but it is not frequent 
and unobtrusive to the reading and flow of the text. I lecture on what the book does not cover and offer additional 
nuance and specificity to what the book does cover. It is a nice partnership. I highly recommend this book to 
instructors in this field, historians of revolutions, and general readers interested in revolutionary effervescence.0 of 0 
people found the following review helpful. Horribly writtenBy Timothy SalesThe book is very hard to follow... NOT 
FRIENDLY USABLE....0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Excellent booK!By History 
ProfessorExcellent basic survey. I have adopted this book for several semesters in a History of Non-Western 
Civilizations course. No other texts out there that give such a nice pre-modern survey and up to date discussion of 
current events. Simple yet sophisticated for a class.

With crucial insights and indispensable information concerning modern-day political upheavals, Revolutions and 
Revolutionary Movements

Praise for the fifth edition:"The strengths, in my view, stem from the clear chronological overview that Defronzo 
provides of revolutionary movements and also the theoretical analysis he provides at the beginning as to the key 
factors which often precipitate revolutionary upsurges. He synthesizes a lot of scholarship on the topic and makes it 
accessible to undergraduates."Jeremy Kuzmarov, University of Tulsa"DeFronzo's writing style is nearly jargon free 
and very accessible to students and general readers. Students will find the writing engaging since the book moves at a 
rapid clip and never gets bogged down in historical minutiawhich often puts students off. Likewise, the book's 
organization is very student friendly with each chapter containing helpful summaries, chronologies, and 
references."John Dwyer, Duquesne University"The book's strength lies in its sweeping historical survey of the most 
significant revolutions in the twentieth century. It is, by far, the most comprehensive in its coverage of cases and 
demonstrates the comparative method quite well."Michael Cairo, Transylvania University 


