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Aguilar I Matas : Rgvedic Society (Brill's Indological Library, Vol 2)  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Rgvedic Society (Brill's Indological Library, Vol 2): 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Rgvedic SocietyBy Katie E. LindstromAguilar I Matas provides a 
rare yet necessary look at the complexity of Rgvedic SOCIETY instead of focusing, as many do, on Rgvedic religion. 
He shows that aryas were a heterogenous community composed of a number of groups including the ari and the suri. 
The Rgveda promoted suri ideals and Indra religion. This text also depicts the ari as antagnistic to the supremecy of 
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Indra and the soma sacrifice while venerting Varuna as sovereign deity. This book is essential for any scholar of Vedic 
tradition.

It is generally supposed that the Vedic tradition emerged from certain Brahmanic circles of poets, priests and 
theoreticians who depended economically very much on a kind of pastoral aristocracy. As against this point of view 
the book maintains the theory that the Vedic tradition was mainly connected with the warrior world, in particular with 
certain groups of seers that surrounded the warrior chiefs called suris and strongly opposed the pastoral aristocracy and 
their priesthood. What emerges from this approach is that the Vedic tradition, in spite of its apparent unity of themes, 
images and even sentences, is not a tradition based on consensus or on a harmonious development of thought from one 
end to the other, but rather a tradition that reveals a troubled background, a background of passionate rivalries. The 
book reconsiders the debate surrounding the antagonistic ideologies of pastoral and agricultural peoples and represents 
a new contribution to the discussion about similarities and differences between the Iranian and the Indo-Aryan cultures.

'..".an interesting addition to specialist collections.'Joel P. Brereton, "Religious Studies , 1993.'"Anerkennung geb]hrt 
der Gr]ndlichkeit und Umsicht, mit der M. an die Interpretation der Texte herangeht.'A.B.-R., "Zeitschrift der 
Deutsche Morgenlandische Gesellschaft, 1995.'"...an interesting addition to specialist collections."' Joel P. Brereton, 
"Religious Studies ", 1993. '"Anerkennung gebuhrt der Grundlichkeit und Umsicht, mit der M. an die Interpretation 
der Texte herangeht."' A.B.-R., "Zeitschrift der Deutsche Morgenlandische Gesellschaft", 1995."'."..an interesting 
addition to specialist collections."' Joel P. Brereton, "Religious Studies ," 1993. '"Anerkennung gebuhrt der 
Grundlichkeit und Umsicht, mit der M. an die Interpretation der Texte herangeht."' A.B.-R., "Zeitschrift der Deutsche 
Morgenlandische Gesellschaft," 1995."'...an interesting addition to specialist collections.' Joel P. Brereton, Religious 
Studies , 1993. 'Anerkennung gebuhrt der Grundlichkeit und Umsicht, mit der M. an die Interpretation der Texte 
herangeht.' A.B.-R., Zeitschrift der Deutsche Morgenlandische Gesellschaft, 1995.About the AuthorEnric Aguilar i 
Matas has a B.A. Honours Degree in Pali and Indian Philosophy from Vidyodaya University of Ceylon (at present: Sri 
Jayawardenepure University of Sri Lanka). He also has a Llicenciatura en Filosofia i Lletres from La Universitat 
Autonoma de Barcelona and a Ph.D. in Religious Studies from the University of Lancaster. Publications (both in 
English and Catalan): The sacrifice in the Rg Veda, Vers una sexologia de la religio, Eros i els seus rostres enigmatics. 


