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Martin Findell : Runes: Ancient Scripts  before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my 
time, and all praised Runes: Ancient Scripts: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Exccellent book on runesBy Jane T. SibleyIt is so nice to see 
scholarly work on runes. This is an excellent book, and I recommend it to anyone who wants more information on 
historical, as opposed to New Age, rune use.1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Yes! Good solid book. 
No wizard nonsense.By Eirik SeppSolid work. He's an up and coming movervand shaker. Keep an eye on Mr. Findell.

Runes are the letters in a set of related alphabets that were used to write various Germanic languages before the 
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adoption of the Latin alphabet. From late antiquity through the early middle ages, peoples across northwestern Europe 
inscribed runes on gravestones, buildings, jewelry, and weapons in a range of forms from crude scratchings to 
sophisticated relief carvings. Reading and deciphering this script has called on the expertise of a number of academic 
disciplines including archaeology, art history, linguistics, and forensic science. The runes illustrated in this lively 
introduction, which include memorials for the dead, business messages, charms, curses, and prayers, offer a 
fascinating glimpse into the beliefs of early Anglo-Saxon and Germanic cultures. The author traces the history of these 
ancient symbols from their mysterious origins to their development as a widely used script, concluding with a brief 
discussion of their use in modern mystery and fantasy literature, including the runic adaptations of J. R. R. Tolkien.
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