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Robert A. Voeks : Sacred Leaves of Candombl: African Magic, Medicine, and Religion in Brazil  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sacred Leaves of Candombl: 
African Magic, Medicine, and Religion in Brazil: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Five StarsBy maria diestroIf you are studying anthropology specially 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0292787316


a religious class these book will help you to understand better1 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Good 
informationBy Mariana OnikaaA lot of good information in here. The more I read about Candomble, the more I feel 
like South America has the premium information about our tradition... The stuff lost on the continent as well as the 
adaptations made in the diaspora.22 of 23 people found the following review helpful. Voeks offers a fresh 
perspective!By eg83@columbia.eduPeter Voeks has accomplished something that Anthropologists and Religious 
Studies scholars have failed to do for years-- he has given us a fresh perspective on Candomble. Not since the early 
work of Robert Farris Thompson and Pierre Verger have I been so intrigued by a new publication on Afro-Brazilian 
religion. Voeks' book is both thoughtful and sensitive, and has something to offer the experienced student of Afro-
Braziliana.

Winner, Hubert Herring Book Award, Pacific Coast Council on Latin American StudiesCandombl, an African 
religious and healing tradition that spread to Brazil during the slave trade, relies heavily on the use of plants in its 
spiritual and medicinal practices. When its African adherents were forcibly transplanted to the New World, they faced 
the challenge not only of maintaining their culture and beliefs in the face of European domination but also of finding 
plants with similar properties to the ones they had used in Africa.This book traces the origin, diffusion, medicinal use, 
and meaning of Candombl's healing pharmacopoeiathe sacred leaves. Robert Voeks examines such topics as the 
biogeography of Africa and Brazil, the transferenceand transformationof Candombl as its adherents encountered both 
native South American belief systems and European Christianity, and the African system of medicinal plant 
classification that allowed Candombl to survive and even thrive in the New World. This research casts new light on 
topics ranging from the creation of African American cultures to tropical rain forest healing floras.

"...[A] creative contribution to Afro-Brazilian studies, ethnobotany, and environmental history.... Simply and 
engagingly written, it is both appropriate for introductory-level undergraduate courses and an important work for 
specialists on Afro-Brazilian religions." (Hispanic American Historical )"Fascinating because it brings together in a 
single book information drawn widely from the several disciplines of geography, botany, history, and anthropology to 
provide an account of the Afro-Brazilian religion Candombl... in a competent and readable manner." (Sandra 
Lauderdale Graham, author of House and Street: The Domestic World of Servants and Masters in Nineteenth-Century 
Rio de Janeiro) "Fascinating because it brings together in a single book information drawn widely from the several 
disciplines of geography, botany, history, and anthropology to provide an account of the Afro-Brazilian religion 
Candombl... in a competent and readable manner." (Sandra Lauderdale Graham, author of House and Street: The 
Domestic World of Servants and Masters in Nineteenth-Century Rio de Janeiro)About the AuthorRobert A. Voeks is 
Professor of Geography at California State University, Fullerton. 


