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Jill N. Claster : Sacred Violence: The European Crusades to the Middle East, 1095-1396  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sacred Violence: The European Crusades to 
the Middle East, 1095-1396: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Better maps, andBy John B. Watson-JonesIt's hard to imagine a 
more readable or authoritative compact account of the Crusades. It puts into perspective a lot of European and eastern 
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Mediterranean history. Better maps, and, especially for a popular audience, illustrations other than contemporary art 
would have given this book a fifth star.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Good read.By P. HeathI liked 
the style of this book. It can be hard to make history interesting to read but I enjoyed this one. Helps provide a 
backdrop of jihad and crusades.3 of 4 people found the following review helpful. A Gift to the Lay ReaderBy Joy 
HartnettJill Claster writes "There is about the Crusades something marvelous, something dreadful, and something 
fantastical." With such a sense of adventure, Claster offers the reader a feast of images--literal and metaphoric, a 
panoply of stories replete with personal and historic detail, and a powerful sense of the nearness of the distant past. 
The women and children that ruled and fought; the love stories and legends that infused decisions of state; and the 
daunting connections between faith and war. The pace in this book doesn't stop. We race through the Crusades with 
sustained engagement, drawn to each compelling next adventure, sustained by the surprisingly conversational tone of 
Claster's erudite voice, and reminded throughout of the depth of current insight that the past provides. This is a great 
read that breaks the boundaries of text book drear and welcomes the lay reader into a compelling tapestry of 
"pilgrimage, penance, and holy war." Sacred Violence will set fire to any book club discussion and make long that line 
of fans outside Professor Claster's classroom door.

In Sacred Violence, renowned medieval historian Jill N. Claster examines warfare between Christians and Muslims for 
control of the embattled city of Jerusalem. Beyond the battlefield, however, Claster explains the relationship of Jews, 
Christians, and Muslims to the Holy City and how that relationship still resonates today. The book encompasses the 
history of the kingdom founded by the Crusaders which lasted, against all odds, for two hundred years, and details the 
richness that emerged from the interplay of its many cultural groups. It also tells the story of how and why the 
Crusades came about, their impact on the Middle East and Europe, and their legacy to subsequent generations.Sacred 
Violence includes twenty-eight black-and-white images, a sumptuous colour insert, and numerous maps to draw the 
reader closer to this tumultuous history. A chronology and a list of key rulers provide further clarification of events. 
An extensive bibliography is included.

Sacred Violence offers a comprehensive, balanced, and fascinating insight into the intricate world of the crusades. 
Although it serves as an accessible text at an undergraduate level, it also presents the important, yet often neglected, 
issues that continue to spark debate among the field's pre-eminent scholars. What sets Claster's work apart from the 
more traditional crusading texts is the book's inclusivity in its portrayal of Middle Eastern society. Here is 
demonstrated all the complexity and controversy of the ageset within the story of the West's quest for Jerusalem and 
its consequences. (S.J. Allen, The Open University)Jill Claster has successfully taken on the difficult task of retelling 
the complex, many-stranded history of the crusades from a broad and inclusive perspective. Her work is richly 
illustrated and engaging, balancing as it does descriptive narrative with a lucid presentation of interpretive insights 
drawn from some of the best in contemporary scholarship. The book is particularly valuable in its contextualization of 
the crusading story within a broader historical framework, from ancient views on Jerusalem to later echoes of inter-
religious violence in Ottoman and modern times. (Robin Vose, St. Thomas University)The reading public's interest in 
the crusades has been renewed by its curiosity about their meaning for the world in which we live. Jill N. Claster's 
Sacred Violence offers the reader a cogent narrative history of the crusades based on the latest research. In her 
recounting of events from the perspective of the Latin West, the Muslim East, the Christian East, as well as the Jewish 
communities caught in the crossfire, Claster interrogates the ideological basis of the concepts of holy war and jihad in 
Christianity and Islam. In so doing, she deftly integrates the social and political history of the crusades, its battles and 
institutions, with the history of religion. Sacred Violence represents a new and important resource for students of the 
crusades. (Ross Brann, Cornell University)Sacred Violence proved to be exactly what I needed: clear, thorough 
without losing a reader in details, consistent in its point of view, and thematically coherent. My students appreciated 
that the author's point of view came through in certain ways, and we were able to use that as a starting point for talking 
about scholarly perspectives and issues of objectivity. I also was grateful for the author's attention to historiography, 
since I like to prompt students to think about how we construct the past, and the extent to which the topic of 'The 
Crusades' is in itself a historically constructed category that bears its own story through the early modern and modern 
era. Overall, the volume throughout has a vibrancy and liveliness that kept us all engaged. (Jennifer Kolpacoff Deane, 
University of Minnesota, Morris)About the AuthorThe late Jill N. Claster was Professor of Medieval History at New 
York University and Director of the Hagop Kevorkian Center for Near Eastern Studies at New York University. 


