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Steven Kossak, Jane Casey Singer : Sacred Visions: Early Painting in Tibet  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sacred Visions: Early Painting in Tibet: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. some basic information about this bookBy S. ErgerI have not read 
this (yet)!, but wanted to know what it contains. For those who would like to know:STEVEN M. KOSSAK is 
Associate Curator in the Department of Asian Art at The MetropolitanMuseum of Art. He is the author of Indian Court 
Painting: 16th-19th Century (1997) and co-author(with Martin Lerner) of The Lotus Transcendent Indian and 
Southeastern Asian Art from the Samuel Eilenberg Collection (1991).JANE CASEY SINGER is an art historian 
specializing in Tibetan art. She is co-editor (with Philip Denwood) of Tibetan Art: Towards a Definition of Style 
(1997).ROBERT BRUCE-GARDNER is Director, Department of Conservation and Technology, the 
CourtauldInstitute, London.240 pages, 149 illustrations, including 134 in full color; map; glossary; bibliography; 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0810965275


indexAnd this book looks beautiful!0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. goodBy Customergood 
condition0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. This book is sure to inspire you!!!!By Calvin C 
JalandoniThe paintings in this book are so intricate that it will blow your mind how devoted these Buddhist 
practitioners were!!!!

Devoted to a period of extraordinary cultural achievement - from the 11th to the mid-15th century - when Tibet 
became known as the Buddhist holy land - this book accompanies a major touring show opening at the New York 
Metropolitan Museum of Art in October 1998. It includes a collection of exquisite "thankas" (paintings) that 
incorporated traditions from eastern India, Nepal and China as well as the Tibetans' own Buddhist imagery. Though 
Tibet was closed to the West until the early-20th century, many thankas have survived in Western collections and 
these have been brought together on exhibition for the first time. The book also features scholarly essays that provide 
historical, stylistic and technical information.

From Library JournalBuddhist art reflects the culture that created it, and the wide divergence of expression in 
Buddhism is well illustrated by these two catalogs of Tibetan and Japanese art. Not only are the two countries far 
distant, but their understanding of the precepts of Buddha are radically different. The Tibetan paintings presented in 
Sacred Visions are attempts to elucidate the mysteries of Tantric or Esoteric Buddhism. Intricate mandalas, 
multilimbed deities linked in sexual union, serene monks, and images of the many concepts of Buddha are well 
illustrated in vibrant color photos, each accompanied by a page of religious explanation and artistic analysis. The vivid 
colors and intricate designs are well conveyed, but slick paper and modern printing don't do justice to the velvety 
surface of the originals. The Japanese treasures from Nara are so beautifully photographed that it is a pity the 
photographers are not credited; their contribution matches that of the three writers. Conveying the three-
dimensionality of sculpture in photographs is a subtle and exacting art, and the Cleveland Museum has created an 
exhibition catalog that will have lasting value by virtue of its attention to the quality of photography and printing. The 
broader range of both the text and the objects illustrated?sculpture, paintings, ceramics, furniture, and bronzes?will 
bring a broader audience to Buddhist Treasures from Nara, while the narrow focus of Sacred Visions will increase its 
value to scholars of religion and art.?David McClelland, PhiladelphiaCopyright 1998 Reed Business Information, Inc. 


