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Touraj Daryaee: Sasanian Persia: The Riseand Fall of an Empire before purchasing it in order to gage whether
or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sasanian Persia: The Rise and Fall of an Empire:

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. Interesting, with an emphasis on socia aspectsBy MetallurgistThis
isan interesting book. It iswell written and very informative. The emphasisis on topics such as the society of the
Sasanian Empire, the religions of the empire, the languages that were spoken, trade, and how the empire was
administrated. The political history the individual kings, and the wars with Rome and Byzantium are covered in atotal
of only 38 pages. | was hoping more on these topics, causing my 4-star rating instead of 5-stars. Otherwise, | think that


http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1780763786

the book gave an interesting picture of this empire and its importance for the history of the region.The book utilizes
end-notes, has 32 black and white photographs printed on glossy paper. It has one map at the beginning of the book,
which | found to be of little use as only about a dozen important cities are shown, with some rivers (shown but not
identified), along with some areas, such as Armenia, but without boundary demarcations. The book has a useful
Sasanian Family Tree, which lists the Kings and othersin the family line. It has a bibliography and index.13 of 14
people found the following review helpful. Important Work But Could Use a Good EditorBy Arch StantonFirst off,
this book isavital one for the study of Sassanian history since there really isn't anything else likeit in English. This
book and its companion book Sasanian Iran: Portrait of aLate Antique Empire are the only books for a general
audience that are devoted solely to the Sassanians. There are a few other books that deal with specific issues within the
Sassanid empire such as The Sasanian Era (a collection of essays), Decline and Fall of the Sasanian Empire: The
Sasanian-Parthian Confederacy and the Arab Conguest of Iran (which argues about a specific issue within the empire),
and Sasanian Society: Warriors, Scribes, Dehgans (an analysis of one aspect of Persian society). There are also a
number that deal with the Sassanians within the context of greater Iranian history including Frye's excellent The
Heritage of Persia The Golden Age of Persia, Ancient Persia, and Arsacids and Sasanians: Palitical 1deology in Post-
Hellenistic and Late Antique Persia. There are also foreign language books that deal solely with the Sassians such as
'L'lIran sous les Sassanides and 'Grundzge der Geschichte des sasanidischen Reiches.' But in English these two books
areit.While his previous book dealt with the political history this one covers the social, economic, and religious
background. Both of these work best in tandem.There aren't really any problems with this book that couldn't be solved
by agood editor or proofreader. There are many examples of sentences which show that the author is not a native
English speaker and display rather an excess of punctuation. Such as from the Introduction: "Do we stay silent for the
fifth century and make do with what we have, which isvery little, or try, according to historians, to do areading
against the grain?' The introduction also gets the chapters wrong. He says that the chapter order is 1. Political, 2.
Religious, 3. Economic, 4. Sociological, and 5. Textural. In reality the chapters go 1. Palitical, 2. Social, 3. Religious,
4. Textural, 5. Economic. Thisisn't a particularly major problem here but it is symptomatic of a greater lack of care
and attention to detail throughout the book. | actually think that the publishers are more to blame for this than the
author since they are asmall printing company and seem to be filled with Iranian speakers. As such they are unlikely
to do as thorough ajob of proofreading as alarger publisher would.The first chapter isa political narrative of
Sassanian history. Dr. Daryaee has really been quite lazy here since it is nothing but an abbreviation of his first book.
It provides nothing new and in many cases even includes the exact same wording. Here's page 25 from that book:
"What was the lie? In effect, although Philip had promised to allow the Iranian control of Armenia, he did not actually
cede Armeniato the Sasanians." Compare that with page 7 of thisbook: "What was this lie? In effect, although Philip
had promised to give Iranians control over Armenia, he did not cede Armeniato the Sasanians." One or two words
changed is till paraphrasing. If it wasn't his own work that he copied this would be plagiarism. Asitisit'sjust very
lazy. How hard would it be to rewrite the entire section? If you've got the time or the money 1'd recommend that book
over this chapter. This one abbreviates the other a bit too much and is unclear in several sections. But reading both will
gain you nothing. It's about half the length and contains the same information.As with his last book there are several
anti-Western comments and complaints of prejudice, but they are so toned down that | probably wouldn't have even
noticed them if | hadn't read that book first. This makes the book that much more readable since, let's face it, nobody
likesto hear foreignerstell them how bad they are. Especially when they're unfair about it and especially when they're
from places like Iran which, as you may know, doesn't have the greatest of governments right now. So well done on
that score. Hopefully Dr. Daryaee will follow through on his promise to write a more in depth work about some of the
topics covered in here because | would very much like to read it. Thiswork isreally just an introduction to the
Sassanians and hopefully there will be more to come.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. A
comprehensive overview of the Sasanian Empire -- well-articulated, well-detailed! By Vahe Demirjianl had to
purchase this book for my UCI course on Ancient Persia (the author of this book teaches this course) and even though
the Roman Empire was the dominant empire of late antiquity, the Sasanian Empire stands out as the dominant
hegemon of the Middle East during the epoch of late antiquity, constituting the last chapter of pre-Islamic Iranian
history.The most notable aspect of Sasanian Persiawas the fact that a new religion came into being in the form of
Manicheanism, named after the Persian prophet Mani (whom | refer to as the Persian Gandhi because the faith he
propagated embraced non-violence). Because Manicheanism co-existed with Christianity, Judaism, Buddhism, and
Zoroastrianism in the Sasanian era, one can comprehend the unprecedented degree of tolerance for diverse religious
faithsin Sasanian Persia.

Of profound importance in late antiquity, the Sasanian Empire is almost completely unknown today, except as a
counterpoint to the Roman Empire. What are the reasons for this ignorance and why does the Sasanian Empire matter?
In this brilliant and highly readable new history Touraj Daryaee fills a huge gap in our knowledge of world history. He
examines the Sasanians complex and colorful narrative and demonstrates their unique significance, not only for the
development of Iranian civilization but also for Roman and Islamic history.The Sasanians were the last of the ancient



Persian dynasties and are best known as the preeminent practitioners of the Zoroastrian religion. In this concise yet
comprehensive new book, Tourg] Daryaee provides an unrivalled account of Sasanian Persia. Drawing on extensive
new sources he paints avivid portrait of Sasanian life and unravels the divergent strands that contributed to the making
of this great Empire. Sasanian Persiais a unique examination of a period of history that still has great significance for
afull understanding of modern Iran.

""Toura] Daryaee synthesizes a new generation of Sasanian scholarship to present the first single volume study of such
important history - important not only for understanding Iranian, but Roman and early Islamic histories aswell. The
author's erudition is very impressive and he masters complex sources with exemplary clarity."" Gene Garthwaite,
Professor of History and Jane and Raphael Bernstein Professor of Asian Studies, Dartmouth College, New
Hampshire"' Tourg] Daryaee is awell-known scholar of Sasanian history and religious texts who knows the subject
well and has published widely in hisfield. Thiswill be auseful publication for scholars and everyone interested in
Sasanian history."" Vesta Sarkhosh Curtis, Curator, The British Museum™" Tourg] Daryaee's Sasanian Persiaisfar
more detailed than all previous work on the subject, with a multitude of new materials and sources. It is a masterpiece
of research and will be the last word on Sasanian Iran in all of its aspects - from political history to religion, society
and commerce."" Richard N. Frye, Emeritus Professor of Iranian Studies, Harvard University"" The publication of
Tourg) Daryaee's book is a cause for much satisfaction. Heis aleading scholar of his subject, which he tackles very
successfully"" David Morgan, Emeritus Professor of History, University of Wisconsin



