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4 of 8 people found the following review helpful. SynopsisBy A CustomerThe Nasser D. Khalili Collection contains 
an enormous number of historically important objects relating to the fields of Islamic science in astrology, astronomy, 
medicine and magic. This volume brings all these subjects together, and provides insight into the traditions and 
innovations of scholars and scientists in Islamic cultures. An array of instruments and artefacts are presented, 
accompanied by complete descriptions and authoritative essays.1 of 10 people found the following review helpful. 
ContradictionBy JJThis book seems to consist of contradictions. Islam recognizes black majick (all majick is to be 
avoided) as something real but forbidden and that one should not seek it by any means. There is no basis for astrology 
in Islam although astronomy, sciences, and development of discoveries based on strong work ethics is. Just by going 
through its description I am incredibly weary of what's presented therein and encourage those who purchase it to first 
understand the position of Islam as a purely monotheistic faith in serving the One God Who is Above all that exists 
and the work of evil jinn who misguide people with sorcery. I understand many will read this and believe this is crazy, 
but I rather people think that then have the misconception that majick is a thing of Islam..when in fact it is completely 
rejected. To be fair, I haven't read the book so I can be entirely wrong here, but this is why I just encourage others to 
proceed with caution. Peace.

The Nasser D. Khalili Collection contains an enormous number of historically important objects relating to the fields 
of Islamic science in astrology, astronomy, medicine, and magic. This volume brings all these subjects together, and 
provides fascinating insight into the traditions and innovations of scholars and scientists in Islamic cultures. An 
intriguing and beautiful array of instruments and artefacts are presented here, accompanied by complete descriptions 
and authoritative essays.

"...this lavish production includes many beautiful objects and manuscripts beyond the astrolabes, globes, and 
quadrants....It is wonderful to have a work whose quality of images is equalled by the excellence of its scholarship."--
Owen Gingerich, Harvard-Smithsonian Center for AstrophysicsAbout the AuthorFrancis Maddison, Curator, Museum 
of the History of Science, University of Oxford. Emilie Savage-Smith, Research Associate, Wellcome Unit for the 
History of Medicine, University of Oxford. Ralph Pinder-Wilson, formerly at the Department of Oriental Antiquities, 
British Museum. 


