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Nettie Colburn Maynard : Seances in Washington: Abraham Lincoln and Spiritualism During the Civil War 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Seances in 
Washington: Abraham Lincoln and Spiritualism During the Civil War: 

0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Only read the first few pages and knew it was going backBy Stacy 
LoveI was disappointed in this book even before I took it out of the packing. It seemed like a really small book even 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=097839397X


though I knew it was a paperback. But this is an item that I have had on my list for a few years now and was so excited 
to have the opportunity to buy it. I have a fair amount of baseline knowledge about spiritualism and so was reading 
very basic information that I suppose would be meaningful to a reader who had no understanding of mediums or 
spiritualism so can't really fault it for that. But the book was written on such an elementary school level I knew that 
,although there were probably interesting anecdotal parts to this book, it certainly was not worth 20.00 to keep it. The 
print was large and the pages few. Market value for this book should be nowhere near 20,00. I sent it back.1 of 1 
people found the following review helpful. Lincoln: Greatest of allBy HoraceNettie provides another insight into the 
man. Whether or not one believes in spiritualism is unimportant. What is important here is another view of just how 
great this man was. Highly recommend this book for that reason alone.1 of 1 people found the following review 
helpful. A difficult book to review...By S. O'TooleA lot of what you can say about this account depends on how much 
faith you put in Nettie Maynard. Me? About 60%. It's a great yarn and I suspect some of it's true...it's just hard to say 
how much.

This book is a first-hand account of the author's experiences as a Spiritualist medium in Washington during the Civil 
War. The author, Nettie Colburn Maynard was a young woman from a modest family who through her work as a 
trance medium finds herself mingling with the elite of Washington society. It depicts the beginnings of the Spiritualist 
movement in the 1840's including the Fox sisters, and describes specific sances and meetings with Abraham Lincoln 
and Mary Todd Lincoln that took place in the White House from 1863 to 1865. This book is one of the classics of 
Spiritualism. It was originally published in 1891 and reprinted in 1917 under the title "Was Abraham Lincoln a 
Spiritualist? Curious Revelations from the Life of a Trance Medium." This revised edition includes much of the 
original work along with background information and explanations of many of the events described in the book.


