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2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. Timely topics for the current presidential election cycleBy 
Hi50PilotThe book was written and published in 2008, during the first Obama/McCain presidential campaign. It's a 
striking reality 8 years later, the same issues are the hotly debated and highly polarizing political campaign topics. 
Adam Hamilton's perspectives are insightful and challenging for all American regardless of their religious affiliation, 
or lack there of. It should be required reading for every politician, at every level. The focus of the book, looking for the 
"radical center," finding the gray area of consensus on black and white issues, will enlighten, frustrate, challenge, 
sadden, anger, and inspire you. Reading and discussing the material in a group setting is highly stimulating.20 of 20 
people found the following review helpful. A must read for every generationBy Life HealerI am in the process of 
reading this book for small group at my church. I have to say it is one of the most insightful books I have seen 
regarding dealing with issues that confront us in today's world. Our society tends to see things as being black or white, 
one extreem or the other; you are liberal or conservative. Adam Hamilton suggests a different way of dealing with the 
issues. It is ok not to be one extreem or the other, but to be somewhere in the middle. As a matter of fact, that might be 
preferable to the extreems, and enable a ground on which to have productive conversations and perhaps even achieve 
resolutions to problems.In the book Adam addresses some very controversial issues including evolution, abortion, 
homosexuality, heaven and hell, and even whether non-Christians will be in heaven. He even addresses politics.This is 
probably not a book for those who are determined to be at the poles of an issue. It is not just a book for Christians, 
although I consider it a must read for those who wish to see an end to the senseless bickering between liberal and 
conservative Christians that leads non-Christians to avoid us and the faith. It is a book for any individual who wishes 
to promote productive discussion on issues that face our world today. I am buying several copies to give as gifts this 
Christmas.2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. A good book that eschews certainty for the uncertainty 
and complexity of so many issuesBy Bearded_OneI went to an ultra-conservative evangelical "non-denominational" 
seminary several years ago. I had intended to be a pastor. Instead, I dropped out after the first year, a total nervous 
wreck because I felt I was always on a mission from God and was constantly falling short. Plus, I learned so much in 
that year about all the gray and uncertainty that surrounds most issues of church doctrine. My rigid faith shattered as a 
result of that experience. I first read "Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White" in the immediate aftermath of 
dropping out of seminary. I bought it to attend an adult Sunday school discussion about one of the chapters at a local 
United Methodist church. Since then I have returned to it more than once to remember Hamilton's thoughts on 
thinking in the gray. This is a very good book, even for non-religous people. I particularly liked the chapters on the 
history of the "verbal, plenary inspiration" view of Scripture , and on the issue of homosexuality in the church. Read 
this book. It's good.

Everyone agrees that America is polarized, with ever-hardening positions held by people less and less willing to listen 
to one another. No one agrees on what to do about it. One solution that hasnt yet been tried, says Adam Hamilton, is 
for thinking persons of faith to model for the rest of the country a richer, more thoughtful conversation on the political, 
moral, and religious issues that divide us. Hamilton rejects the easy assumptions and sloppy analysis of black and 
white thinking, seeking instead the truth that resides on all sides of the issues, and offering a faithful and 
compassionate way forward. He writes, "I don't expect you to agree with everything I've written. I expect that in the 
future even I won't agree with everything I've written here. The point is not to get you to agree with me, but to 
encourage you to think about what you believe. In the end I will be inviting those of you who find this book resonates 
with what you feel is true, to join the movement to pursue a middle way between the left and the right - to make your 
voices heard - and to model for our nation and for the church, how we can listen, learn, see truth as multi-sided, and 
love those with whom we disagree." Read more about this title Adam Hamilton's Seeing Gray Blog Now available! 
Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White - DVD UPC: 843504001902 A five-session video resource featuring 
Adam Hamilton teaching these concepts on DVD for group or individual study. Includes leader's guide as well as 
bonus video. Click below to view a preview of each video session. Where Faith and Politics Meet Christ Christians 
and the Culture Wars How should we live, The Ethics of Jesus Spiritual Maturity and Seeing Gray What Would Jesus 
Say to America? 

Adam Hamilton is a thoughtful man whose writings will stretch your mind and heart. --Bill Hybels, Senior Pastor, 
Willow Creek Community ChurchWhen a book like this one comes along at odds with formulaic Left/Right positions 
and with both liberal and conservative pieities, savor it conservatively and share it liberally. --Leonard Sweet, Drew 
University, George Fox UniversityWhen it comes to matters of faith which keep believers awake at night, trigger 
conflict among best friends, or simply pique our own curiosity, Adam Hamilton seems to read our collective minds. 
Written with a pastor's heart and an articulate theologian's mind, Seeing Gray offers a third way that joins vital piety 
with social holiness. It unites Scripture with tradition, reason and experience. Even when we cannot agree on common 
ground, Seeing Gray reminds us that we stand together on higher ground. This is a book for thinking Christians. --
Janice Riggle Huie, President, Council of Bishops, the United Methodist ChurchWhen a book like this one comes 
along at odds with formulaic Left/Right positions and with both liberal and conservative pieities, savor it 



conservatively and share it liberally. --Leonard Sweet, Drew University, George Fox UniversityAdam Hamilton is a 
thoughtful man whose writings will stretch your mind and heart. --Bill Hybels, Senior Pastor, Willow Creek 
Community ChurchAbout the AuthorAdam Hamilton is senior pastor of The United Methodist Church of the 
Resurrection in Leawood, Kansas, one of the fastest growing, most highly visible churches in the country. The Church 
Report named Hamiltons congregation the most influential mainline church in America, and he preached at the 
National Prayer Service as part of the presidential inauguration festivities in 2013 and was appointed to the President's 
Advisory Council on Faith-based and Neighborhood Partnerships.Hamilton is the best-selling and award-winning 
author of Creed, Half Truths, The Call, The Journey, The Way, 24 Hours That Changed the World, John, Revival, Not 
a Silent Night, Enough, When Christians Get It Wrong, and Seeing Gray in a World of Black and White, all published 
by Abingdon Press. Learn more about Adam Hamilton at AdamHamilton.org. 


