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Soyen Shaku : Sermons of a Buddhist Abbot (Primary Sources, Historical Collections)  before purchasing it in 
order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sermons of a Buddhist Abbot (Primary 
Sources, Historical Collections): 

This book, from the series Primary Sources: Historical Books of the World (Asia and Far East Collection), represents 
an important historical artifact on Asian history and culture. Its contents come from the legions of academic literature 
and research on the subject produced over the last several hundred years. Covered within is a discussion drawn from 
many areas of study and research on the subject. From analyses of the varied geography that encompasses the Asian 
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continent to significant time periods spanning centuries, the book was made in an effort to preserve the work of 
previous generations.

About the AuthorSoyen Shaku (January 10 1860 October 29 1919) was the first Zen Buddhist master to teach in the 
United States. In 1893 Shaku was one of four priests and two laymen, representing Rinzai Zen, Jodo Shinshu, 
Nichirin, Tendai, and Esoteric schools, composing the Japanese delegation that participated in the World Parliament of 
Religions in Chicago. At this conference he met Dr. Paul Carus, a publisher from Open Court Publishing Company in 
Illinois. Before Shaku returned to Japan, Carus asked him to send an English-speaker knowledgeable about Zen 
Buddhism to the United States. Shaku, upon returning to Japan asked his student and Tokyo University scholar D. T. 
Suzuki to go to the United States, where he would eventually become the leading academic on Zen Buddhism in the 
West, and translator for Carus's publishing company. 


