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From Marjorie Mandelstam Balzer : Shamanic Worlds: Rituals and Lore of Siberia and Central Asia  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Shamanic Worlds: Rituals and 
Lore of Siberia and Central Asia: 

2 of 2 people found the following review helpful. really enjoyed this Anthropology book it is presented in a somewhat 
...By Atinreally enjoyed this Anthropology bookit is presented in a somewhat standard format for an academic 
presentationit is written using a non-judgmental approachgood reference for the more academically inclinedthe 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=1563249731


presentation allows the reader to form their own opinionfor me it was a nice read23 of 24 people found the following 
review helpful. Very Good!By Julie Ann StewartWhen this book came out it played an important role in bridging the 
gap between Russian/Soviet scholarship about shamanism and the western world. The value of this book is increased 
by the fact that many of the writers come from the cultures about which they are writing. Ms. Mandelstam-Balzer's 
translation is very readable and always interesting. This book is full of valuable information for readers interested in 
learning about Siberian shamanic traditions. Shamanic Worlds will be interesting not only to scholars but also to 
anyone interested in shamanism.

The ancient heartland of shamanism is no longer forbidden territory - to travelers or to the spirits. But the spirits never 
left the vastnesses of Siberia and Central Asia, as these writings reveal. Russian and native experts, and an American 
cultural anthropologist who has done fieldwork in the region, introduce us to shamans as the poets, therapists, healers, 
and even leaders of their communities. Among the special features of this collection are remarkable transcriptions of 
shamanic exhortations and a pathbreaking study of shamanic tales and rituals.

From the Back CoverThe ancient heartland of shamanism is no longer forbidden territory - to travelers or to the spirits. 
But the spirits never left the vastnesses of Siberia and Central Asia, as these writings reveal. Russian and native 
experts, and an American cultural anthropologist who has done fieldwork in the region, introduce us to shamans as the 
poets, therapists, healers, and even leaders of their communities. Among the special features of this collection are 
remarkable transcriptions of shamanic exhortations and a pathbreaking study of shamanic tales and rituals. 


