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Krystyna Deuss : Shamans, Witches, and Maya Priests: Native Religion and Ritual in Highland Guatemala 
before purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Shamans, Witches, and 
Maya Priests: Native Religion and Ritual in Highland Guatemala: 

Enlivened with 102 photographs and 50 figures and maps, Shamans, Witches, and Maya Priests explores the old ways 
that still prevail in the Qanjobal, Akatek, and Chuj communities of the remote northwestern Cuchumatn Mountains. 
Krystyna Deuss provides vivid descriptions and images of the traditional rites and rituals she witnessed during fifteen 
years of fieldwork. These sacred moments include blood sacrifices for the good of the community and private 
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shamanic ritualsas well as black magic. Deuss also includes a selection of the prayers she recorded.

A rich and riveting description of the vanishing traditions of Highland Mayancostumbreros. Journal of Folklore 
Research 


