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Michael Reynolds : Sons of the Reich: The History of II SS Panzer Corps  before purchasing it in order to gage 
whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Sons of the Reich: The History of II SS Panzer Corps: 

7 of 14 people found the following review helpful. Not for the casual military history readerBy David Van KeurenI 
would not recommend this book to the casual reader of military history. It doesn't take long after diving into this tome 
to become completely bogged down in stats, unit numbers, unfamiliar geography and confusing tactics. This would be 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0971170932


a good book for the very serious student of the SS. Anyone who loves the writing styles of say Stephen Ambrose or 
Antony Beever will be very disappointed with this book and will find yourself heading back to the bookstore or post 
office to return it for a refund or something more readable or understandable to the average reader of military history.1 
of 1 people found the following review helpful. Excellant History BookBy Tony Marquise Jr.This is one of four books 
by Michael Reynolds that detail the combat actions of SS panzer divisions from about June 1944 to the end of the war. 
All the books are excellant histories and get my highest recommendation. This book tells the history of the 9th and 
10th SS Panzer Divisions and includes actions in Normandy, Arnhem and other places durring Market Garden, the 
Ardennes, and the Eastern Front in late 1945. This book is very detailed about the combat from the viewpoint of both 
sides-except on the Eastern Front where very little info about the Russian side is available. This book is a must-have 
for anyone interested in the combat that occured durring the last year of World War II.10 of 11 people found the 
following review helpful. A First Rate Look at the II SS Panzer CorpsBy Ozark Trail OutriderAs with his previous 
books, Michael Reynolds grabs the reader's attention and presents a wealth of detailed information of the operations of 
the II SS Panzer Corps. This corps distinguished itself in Normandy, Arnhem, the Ardennes and finally in the East 
against the Soviet tide.Reynolds style is somewhat documentary in its approach. With some authors this style would 
be too dull to hold the reader's interest, but Reynolds intercuts enough interesting, tactical narrative to allow the 
operational facts and figures to enhance the story and improve the reader's overall understanding of the various 
conflicts described.Reynolds also strives to put forward facts that can be substantiated by the available primary and 
secondary source material. He is quick to point out differences between the various sources and equally quick to point 
out which is more probably the truthful version. He certainly doesn't play favorites either. The well known Waffen SS 
veteran Otto Weidinger's accounts are questioned by Reynolds throughout the volume. Reynolds is therefore able to 
describe the accomplishments of this SS formation in an objective manner, which the reader can appreciate and weigh 
against the information provided.Overall a very satisfying exploration of the activities of the II Second SS Panzer 
Korps.

This authoritative history follows the actions of the designated Divisions of II SS Panzer Corps in the Ukraine, 
Normandy, at Arnhem and Nijmegen, in the Battle of the Bulge, on the Eastern Front and to the final battles in defense 
of the Reich. Michael Reynolds has analyzed each of the campaigns of II SS Panzer Corps. As a former professional 
soldier, he is experienced in battle and modern armored tactics. Able to narrate each action in a unique manner, his 
refreshing candor and conclusions, reached without bias or prejudice, will surprise many. Since retiring from a 
distinguished military career during which he commanded NATO's International Mobile Force (Land) and headed its 
Military Plans and Policy Division, Major General Michael Reynolds has become a respected historian and writer. His 
previous books, The Devil's Adjutant, Steel Inferno and Men of Steel have brought him international recognition and 
he is now accepted as a leading specialist on the Waffen-SS and its actions in World War II.

There is no doubt that former British army general Michael Reynolds is one of the foremost experts on the premier 
armoured divisions of the Waffen SS. This volume covers II SS Panzer corps whose mainstay divisions were the 9th 
and 10th SS Panzer divisions, with other units such as 2nd SS being brought under the corps command at various 
times in the story.. Whilst a little dry at times it is nevertheless well written and provides a detailed and comprehensive 
history of the Corps. This book will be of particular interest to those seeking a German perspectives on the Normandy 
battles, Arnhem and the Ardennes. It also covers participation in the battles in Hungary in 1945. These units saw 
extensive combat in the last twelve months of the war and readers will be astounded at how the remnants of the 
shattered divisions rebuilt themselves time and again. The account chronologically deals with the operations and day 
to actions of the units and Reynolds narrative is interrupted by well chosen first hand accounts. The inclusion of 35 
maps, referenced in the headings of the various chapters, is most helpful - particularly as they are very clear. One will 
also find other useful supporting information in the appendix (unit composition). For those interested in the subjects of 
this book I wholeheartedly recommend this work along with Reynolds two volumes. covering the I SS Panzer Corps. --
By Philip SpiersAbout the AuthorSince retiring from a distinguished military career during which he commanded 
NATO's International Mobile Force (Land) and headed its Military Plans and Policy Division, Major General Mike 
Reynolds has become a respected historian and writer. His previous books, The Devil's Adjutant, Steel Inferno and 
Men of Steel have brought him international recognition and he is now accepted as a leading specialist on the Waffen-
SS and its actions in WWII. 


