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Rane Willerslev : Soul Hunters: Hunting, Animism, and Personhood among the Siberian Yukaghirs  before 
purchasing it in order to gage whether or not it would be worth my time, and all praised Soul Hunters: Hunting, 
Animism, and Personhood among the Siberian Yukaghirs: 

1 of 1 people found the following review helpful. In the Taiga again.By Hale stevensFirst chapter is too academic like 
a research paper. After that the book becomes more interesting. Bought this after reading On The Run in Siberia. Read 

http://f3db.com/pub/links.php?id=0520252179


that book first so you know who the characters are in this book. The photos of Spiridon and Yura are worth the price 
alone. The only flaw is Rane's continued insistence throughout the book that elk are the leading prey the Yukaghirs 
hunt. Not true. There is even a photo of the author field dressing a moose that he identifies as an elk. Wrong. In On the 
Run in Siberia all they hunt is moose. There are no elk. This has to be some kind of editing mistake or a deliberate 
change by the author for some strange reason.0 of 0 people found the following review helpful. Simple product but 
very effective.By CustomerThis is a great little gadget that exceeded our expectation. I would definitely recommend 
purchasing these products. Great product, great transaction!! I will be recommending it to my friends try it ,you'll like 
it meets my needs3 of 3 people found the following review helpful. excellent book, opens up the mind..By M. F. 
H.The book was a an eyeopener as they say..Its nice to know that someone is not so prejudiced by what they have 
learned thru books. Going to visit and see the Yukaghirs was a once in a lifetime adventure and i am so glad you were 
able to write about them...

This is an insightful, highly original ethnographic interpretation of the hunting life of the Yukaghirs, a little-known 
group of indigenous people in the Upper Kolyma region of northeastern Siberia. Basing his study on firsthand 
experience with Yukaghir hunters, Rane Willerslev focuses on the practical implications of living in a "hall-of-
mirrors" worldone inhabited by humans, animals, and spirits, all of whom are understood to be endless mimetic 
doubles of one another. In this world human beings inhabit a betwixt-and-between state in which their souls are both 
substance and nonsubstance, both body and soul, both their own individual selves and reincarnated others. Hunters are 
thus both human and the animals they imitate, which forces them to steer a complicated course between the ability to 
transcend difference and the necessity of maintaining identity.

Willerslevs engagements with phenomenology, perspectivism, and mimesis makes a valuable and timely contribution 
to contemporary debates on knowledge diversity. 


